Thoughts on the Church Age
These days we hear about the idea that the church age is over. What is the church age and why do they say that the church age is over or the church age will be over sometime in the future?

Generally the church age implies the period between the first coming of Christ and his second coming. God called Abraham with the purpose to bless all nations through his descedents for all ages including NT as well as OT times. 
Gen22:15-18

15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring [b] all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."
During the OT times, God raised up a nation Israel to carry out his purpose that had been laid down when he called Abraham from his descedents.

In Exodus 19:5-6
5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you [a] will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."

By instituting laws and regulations and temple worship in Israel, God demonstrated his holiness and glory, and taught spiritual lessons how sinful men could be forgiven in the midst of Israel’s history.  God used Israel as a divine institution to proclaim his glory and use as a priestly nation. However, when they failed to obey his purpose and became useless, God did not stop his redemptive work. 
By sending his son Jesus who died for our sins and rose from the dead, exalted to be the high priest for sinners, God fullfilled all the laws and requirements of salvation and eable all sinners, Jews or Gentiles, to come to him by faith and receive forgiveness through his son Jesus Christ.

In fact, it was God’s plan from the very beginning: from Genesis 3:15, 12:3, and 22:18. God had in mind always that the sinners would be saved by faith in his son who would suffer for our sins. Therefore, all the laws and requirements of OT actually point to the coming messiah Jesus Christ. Only those who believe in the promise of God are called children of Abraham-not all children of Abraham were not God’s children.
Rom9:6-8

 6It is not as though God's word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 7Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham's children. On the contrary, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."[b] 8In other words, it is not the natural children who are God's children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring.
This shows that though God used Israel as his divine institution during the OT times, it does mean that all Israel was true God’s people. Just those who believed in the promise of God were true Israel in God’s sight.  God led 600,000 men to cross the red sea, but the majority were killed in the dessert while only a few entered the promised land who trusted the promise of God (Joshua and Caleb). We should distingusih the nation Israel as a divice instrument from the true Israel composed of trule believers.
In the same way, God raised up church as a divine institution to bring forth the gospel of Jesus Christ in place of nation Israel for the NT times. When Peter confessed that “You are the Christ the son of the living God,” Jesus said that he would raise up his church and give the keys of the kingdom of God. 

Matthew 16:18-19

18And I tell you that you are Peter,[c] and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades[d] will not overcome it.[e] 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be[f] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[g] loosed in heaven."
Then he commissioned the disciples to make disciples of all nation, and promised to be with them to the very end of the age.
Matthew 28:18-20

18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
As in the OT time, Israel was used as his instrument to represent God’s kingdom on earth, so in NT time church has been used as his divine instrument to serve God’s purpose to save sinners. As in Israel the true believers and fake believers co-existed, so in the church the true believers and fake believers co-exist. Jesus says of this truth in the parable of wheat and weed, and the parble of wise and foolis women.
Matthew 13:29-30

 29" 'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' "

The church history shows as in the 7 churches in Revelation chapter 2-3 that sometimes churches looked dead like Sardis and complaecnt like Laodicea. But God has kept the lamp of God no matter how flickering it might have been as he had promised to be with his church to the very end of the age.

Then where comes the idea that the church age is over or will be over?

Ironically the pre-millenialst believes that the church age will be over as the Gentile believers rapture between Revelation chapter 3 and 4 (pre-tribulation) or sometime in the middle of the tribulation period (mid-tribulation). I like the idea that we would be raptured before the tribulation, but it is not compatible with the other Bible teachings. Jesus never said that he would take us out of troubles. He said that he would help us thorugh the troubles, strengthen us and purifying us to be holy and blemish. See my aarticle, How to interpret revelation 20:1-10 for the validity of this interpretation.  

The a-millenielist insists that church age is over, quoting the Revelation 11:7-12   

7Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them. 8Their bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. 9For three and a half days men from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. 10The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth. 

 11But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. 12Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on. 

They interpret that two witnessess completes their mission, the  beast will attack and kill them, and so the church age is over, and the great tribulation will start. However, this passage indicate that when the church completes its mission and no longer necessary, it will be done away and the true believers will be raptured. This passage was given to encourage the true believers to faithfully preach the gospel to the end no matter troubles we have to go through, in the end, we will be raptured victoriously. The structure of Revelation indicates that chpater 10:1-11:14 falls into the section of encouragement that comes always between 6 and 7 seals or trumpets or bowls.
A prominent a-millenialist interpreting Matthew 24:15-21, urges the believers to leave the church. 
15"So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,'[b] spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.

It is very true that Revelation teaches that as the end nears, the church will be severely attacked inside and outside by the Satan, represented by the two beasts (chpater 13). The church will become like the prostitue woman whol collaborates with the beasts (chapter 17). 
Look at 2The2:3-4

3Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for (that day will not come) until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness[a] is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God.

As Satan is released for a short time before Jesus returns (Rev 20:3,7-10) and works his deception among the churches, more and more churches will fall victim to him. Then the true believers must flee to the churches where Jesus rules – his kingdom. 

However, nowhere is seen explicitly that the church age is over and Jesus would leave the church and no longer use the church to save the sinners. Flee to the mountains does not mean to leave the church. It means to go to his kingdom where Jesus rules (symbolized by mountain) and be faithful to the Lord while Satan is rampant. While Satan attackes the churches, many people will depart from the truth, but the true believers must be faithful to the truth and follow the Lord faithfully even to the point of death ( Rev 2:10).
Rev 2:13

13I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives.
Jesus will never his faithful churches as he had promised to be with us to the very end of the age, though it is possible that he may leave the completely false churches (Rev 2:5). Jesus will continue to use his church to the end when we obey and preach the gospel faithfully. Praise Jesus for his faithfulness to his promise. 
Rev 3:8-11

8I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 10Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 11I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.
Philadelphia church must be a small church, yet they were obedient church. They kept the word of God and remained faithful to the Lord despite the attacks from the false teachers. Jesus promised victory and protection from tribulation. Jesus placed open door that no once could shut, and used them to save souls. I believe that Jesus shows that he is going to continue to use a type of Philadelphia church to save souls during the great tribulation, while many churches may become dead or wretched like Sardis or Laodecea.

Matthew24:15-16

 15"So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,'[b] spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.
Therefore, then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains should be interpreted that when the church that a true believers attends is hopeless dead or teaching the false gospels, we should look for the churches that teach the true gospel of Jesus. We need to flee to the kingdom (symbolized by mountain) where Jesus rules like a Philadelphia church. Jesus will continue to use such church to preach the gospel to the end of the world and to the end of the age, as he promised.
We should not waver, no matter what happens to the churches as his instrument. Church as instrument of God may decline and fail as the end draws near as the Satan’s attack increases relentlessly. But Jesus will protect his people completely who are sealed with the Holy Spirit (Rev7:4).  We can be assured that our salvation is secure and we must be faithful to the Lord to the end, carrying out our mission to preach and pray for the dying souls.
Rev 22:16
16"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[a] this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star."
Jesus reminds us that he has given all the chapters of Revelation to his church, not just up to the chapter 2 and 3. Let us be reminded by his promise again.
Matthew 28:18-20

18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
