Jesus Among The Seven Churches
-Introduction-
Revelation 1

Key vs. 1:13 “and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

1. Read vs. 1-3. Who is the author of the Revelation and how is it made known to us? (1)  What is the main theme of it? (2,19)  Why did Jesus reveal it to us? (3)

2. Read vs. 4-8. In the doxology, how are the Father, the Holy Spirit and the Son described respectively? (4,5,8)  How and why does Jesus make us to be a kingdom and priests? (5,6, Ex19:6, 1Pe2:9)  How will Jesus judge his enemy? (7)  

3. Read vs. 9-11. Where was John when he received the Revelation? (9)  Why?  How would Jesus’ revelation help his people who are going through the fiery persecutions? What does Jesus tell him to do? (11)

4. Read vs. 12-18. How are the characteristics of Jesus described here? (13-16, Da7:13,14; 10:5,6)  Think about the symbolic meanings of each attribute. In summary, who is Jesus who stands among his churches? (13,16,18)  

5. Read vs. 19-20. What do the seven stars and seven lampstands symbolize? (20)  Why is it called the mystery? (Eph3:3-6) Think about how the symbolic mystery can be discovered in the study of the Revelation (1Cor2:13: Jn16:13). 

Be Faithful To The Point Of Death
-The Seven Churches (1)-
Revelation 2

Key vs. 2:10c “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

1. Read vs. 1-7. What does Jesus know about the Ephesian church?  (2,3,6)  What is lacking in this hard-working church with sound doctrine? (4)  How do you think they have forsaken their first love? (Act19).  How can they restore their first love? (5) What are the warning and promises to them? (6,7) 

2. Read vs. 8-11.  How does Jesus appear to this suffering church of Smyrna? (8)  How do they suffer under persecution? (9,10)  How does Jesus encourage them?  What are the promises of Jesus to those who are faithful? (10,11) 

3. Read vs. 12-17. How does this Pergamum church prove itself faithful? (13)  How did Balaam commit sin? (14, see Num 22-24)  How does the love of the wages blind people to sin? (14, 2Pe 2:15)  What are the warning and promises to them? (16,17)   

4. Read vs. 18-29.  How does Jesus praise their faith of Thyatira church? (19)  What is the teaching of Jezebel? (20,22)  How would God deal with those who follow such teaching? (22,23)  What are the promises of Jesus to those who overcome? (26,28)

Here I Am Standing At The Door
-The Seven Churches (2)-
Revelation 3

Key vs. 3:20  “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”

1. Read vs. 1-7.  What is the spiritual condition of Sardis church? (1, Mk11:13)  Why has it so happened? (2,3)  How does Jesus warn them? (3b)  How does Jesus acknowledge those who obey his word and live in righteousness? (4,5)

2. Read vs. 8-13.  What is the characteristic of Philadelphia church? (8,10)  Think about the three promises given to them. (8,9,10)  What rewards does Jesus promise to those who overcome? (11,12)  What does it signify that the “names” of God will be written on them? (21:12,14) 

3. Read vs. 14-19. What is the problem of the rich Laodicea church? (15)  What is their spiritual condition? (17) What is Jesus’ warning and how does he counsel them? (16,18, 19)  Think about how they can be truly rich. 

4. Read vs. 20-22. How does Jesus plead with such a lukewarm church? (20) What privilege does Jesus promises?  In summary, compare the spiritual conditions of each church and share the modern equivalents.   

Holy Holy Holy Is The Lord Almighty
-The Heavenly Headquarters (1)-
Revelation 4

Key vs. 4:8b “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."

1. Read vs. 1-3. After sending the letters to the churches, where does the Lord invite John in? (1)  Why? Who is sitting on the throne in heaven? (3)  What do the appearances of “jasper,” “carnelian,”  “emerald,” and “rainbow” reveal God’s characters? (3)

2. Read vs. 4.  Surrounding the throne are the twenty-four other thrones. Who are sitting on them? (4)  What does it signify that they are dressed in white and have crowns of gold on their heads? (2Tim4:8)  Who do the twenty-four elders represent? (5:10,20:6)

3. Read vs. 5-6a.  How do the lightning and thunder signify about the presence of a holy God? (5, Ex19:16, 8:5,11:19,16:18)  What do the blazing seven lamps show about the operations of the Holy Spirit? (5b) How does the sea of glass show the majestic beauty of God? (6a)

4. Read vs. 6b-8.  What do the four living creatures represent? (7)  What does it signify that they are covered with eyes and six wings each? (Eze 1)  What do they sing day and night continuously? (8, Is6:3, Ps19:1-4)  What does their song say about God’s characters? 

5. Read vs. 9-11. When the four living creatures give glory to God, what do the twenty-four elders do? (10)  Why is God alone worthy to receive glory and honor and power? (11)  How do you feel when you picture the throne room atmosphere in heaven?
Who Is Worthy To Open The Scroll?
-The Heavenly Headquarters (2)-
Revelation 5

Key vs. 5:2  “And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?’" 

1. Read vs. 1-4. What does God hold in his right hand? (1)  What is written on the scroll and why is it sealed with seven seals? (4:1,1:19)  What does it show about God’s sovereignty over human history?  How does John react when no one is found worthy to open it? (4)

2. Read vs. 5-6. Who is worthy to open the scroll? (5)  What do the names of Jesus signify about himself?  How did Jesus triumph over his enemy and become worthy? (6,9b,Heb2:14)  What does it signify that Jesus has seven horns and seven eyes? (6) 

3.  Read vs. 7-10.  As the Lord has taken the scroll, how do the four living creatures and twenty-four elders respond? (8,9)  What does it signify about our prayer that they are holding golden bowls full of incense? (6:10,8:4) According to their new song, what did Jesus do to enable us to reign with him? (9,10)

4. Read vs. 11-14. How do the angels sing in chorus with the four living creatures and twenty-four elders? (11,12) How many angels join in this chorus?  How do all creations participate in singing? (13)  How do you feel when you hear the grand orchestra played in heaven? 

5. In summary, think about the Lord Jesus who is about to open the scroll. How would he execute his plan one by one?  Who is his arch-enemy to be destroyed? (12:9, 20:10)  How would it encourage his believers who go through the tribulation?

How Long Sovereign Lord!
-The Seven Seals (1)-
Revelation 6
Key vs. 6:10 “They called out in a loud voice, ‘How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?’"
1. Read vs. 1. As Christ opens the first four seals, the world events are dramatized with the horses. What do these horses symbolize? (Zec6:3)  What does it show that God has a plan for all the world events? 

2. Read vs. 2-4. What are the outfits of the rider on a white horse? (2)  How does he ride out?  What does he represent? How does the rider on a red horse take peace from the earth? (4)  What does he represent?  

3. Read vs. 5-8. What does the rider on a black horse hold in his hand? (5)  How do the living creatures express about the scarcity of staples? (6) What does he represent?  How does the rider on a pale horse kill a fourth of the earth? (8)  What does he represent? How does God reveal his wrath upon this world?

4. Read vs. 9-11. As Christ opens the fifth seal, what does John see under the altar in heaven? (9)  Who do they represent?  What do they plead and how does God answer? (10,11)  What does it indicate that even persecution is in God’s control?  In light of Jesus’ end-time teaching, how will these events occur? (Mt24:4-14) 

5. Read vs. 12-17. The cosmic calamity of the sixth seal ushers us to the final judgment upon this world.  What happens to the earth and the heavenly bodies? (12-14, Mt 24:29)  What do they symbolize?  How do the people panic in response to the cosmic calamity? (15,16)   How do they view such calamity? (17,Lk23:30) 

Do Not Harm The Servants Of God
-The Seven Seals (2)-
Revelation 7

Key vs. 7:3  "Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God."

1. Read vs. 1-3. John sees the four angels holding back the four winds of the earth. (1,2)  How does it show that God is in control of the events? What does the number “four” show about the divine judgment?  How does another angel put a seal of the living God on his people? (3) What does the seal symbolize? (3,Eph1:13)  

2. Read vs.4-8. What does the number, 144,000 represent? (4)  How is the list of the tribes of Israel here different from the normal list?  Which tribes are unusually omitted or included?  What does it imply by “all the tribes of Israel”? (4)

3. Read vs. 9-10.  What does God show John in the heavenly scene? (9)  What do their clothes and palm branches show about them?  How do they praise God? (10)  Who do they represent? (14)

4. Read vs. 11-12.  Where are all the angels standing? (11)  How do they worship and praise God for the salvation of the believers? (12)  

5. Read vs. 13-17.  How does a great multitude come out of the great tribulation? (14)  How does God provide shelter from the judgment? (16,16:8)  How does God bless and comfort them? (17, 21:3,4)  How will this heavenly scene encourage the believers who go through the tribulation? 

The Angel Hurls The Censer With Fire
-The Seven Trumpets (1)-
Revelation 8

Key vs. 8:5  "Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake."

1. Read vs. 1-6. When the Christ opens the seventh seal, there is silence in heaven.  (1)  What does it signify?  What does another angel offer to God at the altar? (3,4)  How does he signal the wrath of God to be poured upon the earth? (5)  Think about the role of the prayers of the believers (5:8)  

2. Read vs. 7.  At the first trumpet sound, what is hurled down upon the earth? (Ex9:16-18;16:21)  What happens to the earth?  How would the people suffer?  What does “a third” signify about the trumpet judgments? (Zec13:8-9,Eze5:12)  What is the purpose of the trumpet judgments? (20)

3. Read vs. 8-9.  At the second trumpet sound, what is hurled down into the sea? (Jer51:25) What happens to the sea and the things in it? (9)  How would this disaster affect the lives of the people? (18:17-19)

4. Read vs. 10-11.  At the third trumpet sound, a great star falls from the sky on the rivers. What does the name of the star signify? What happens to the river and the springs of water? (11,Ex15:22-25). How does this disaster affect the lives of the people?  

5. Read vs. 12-13.  At the fourth trumpet sound, what happens to the sun, the moon and the stars? (12, Ex 10:21)  What happens to the day and the night?  How do the people suffer without light?  What are the three “woes” that an eagle announces? (9:12,11:14) 

When The Star Opens The Abyss
-The Seven Trumpets (2)-
Revelation 9

Key vs. 9:1 "The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss."
1. Read vs. 1-2. When the fifth trumpet sounds, a star that has fallen from the sky is given the key to the Abyss. What does the star here represent? (11, 12:4, 20:3)  As he opens the Abyss, what happens to the sun and the sky? (2, 6:12)  What does it represent? (11:2,7) 
2. Read vs. 3-6. How are the locusts restricted in their evil operation? (4)  How do they torture the unbelievers? (5,6)  How long?  Why does God distinguish the believers from the unbelievers?  How does it show that God is in control over this judgment? 

3. Read vs. 7-12. Describe the appearance of the locusts. How do they look? What do they symbolize? (Or are they real?)  How do they inflict torment upon the unbelievers? (10)  Who do they belong? (11)  Who is the angel of the Abyss? (20:3)
4. Read vs. 13-16.  At the sixth trumpet sound, what is the sixth angel commanded to do? (13)  Who are these four angels kept at the river Euphrates? (14, 7:2)  What happens to the mankind? (16)  What does it signify that they have been kept ready for “this very hour and day and month and year”?
5. Read vs. 17-21.  Describe appearance of the horses and riders. How are they similar to (or different from) the locusts? What do they represent?  How is a third of mankind killed?  How do the people respond to the terrible judgments (20,21)  How are the two woes different from the first four trumpet judgments?
You Must Prophesy Again
-The Seven Trumpets (3)-
Revelation 10-11

Key vs. 10:11 “Then I was told, ‘You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.’”

1. Read vs. 10:1-7  How does God encourage the believers who go through the tribulation (woes) as he did in chapter 7? (1)  Describe his appearance and characters (1,3)  How does he announce the fulfillment of God’s plan? (6,7)  

2. Read vs. 8-11.  What does it mean by ‘take it and eat it.’?  Why is it that the little scroll tastes as sweet as honey in his mouth, but turns his stomach sour? (10, Eze4)  What do you think of the contents of the little scroll?  Why must he prophesy? (11)

3. Read vs. 11:1-6.  What do ‘the temple of God and the altar’ symbolize? (1, 7:3) Why is it that he is told to measure them? What does it mean that the Gentiles will trample on the holy city for 42 months? (2,13:5, Da7:25, Lk21:24)  In the midst of persecution, how does God empower his believers, and demonstrate his power and protection? (5,6, Ex7:17, 1King17:1)  

4. Read vs. 7-14. What would happen to the believers when they have accomplished their mission? (7)  How will God bring them to life and lift them to heaven? (11,12, 1Thes4:17)  How would God judge the world? (13)  How would the believers be comforted and strengthened by this hope?

5. Read vs. 15-19.  What does the seventh trumpet announce? (15)  What do the believers anticipate when Christ reigns? (18)  What does John see in heavenly scene? (19)  How would such heavenly scene comfort the believers who go through the tribulation?   

The Great Dragon Was Hurled Down
-The Seven Trumpets (4)-
Revelation 12

Key vs. 12: 9 “The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.”

1. Read vs. 1-4. The two great signs appeared in heaven that expose the main actors in this cosmic struggle. How is the woman decorated? (1) Who does the woman represent? (1,17, Gen39:9)  How does the dragon appear? (3)  What does he do to a third of the stars? (4) 

2. Read vs. 4-6. How does the dragon want to devour the child? (4, Mt2:16)  Who is the child the woman gave birth to? (5)  How does God snatch the son to his throne? (5)  How does the Son rule? (19:15, Phil2:9)  

3. Read vs. 7-9.  How do Michael and his angels fight against the dragon and his angels? (7)   What does it mean that the devil was hurled down to the earth and lost his place in heaven? (8, 20:2,3, Job1:9-11)  What does the devil do on the earth? (9) 

4. Read vs. 10-12. How did the devil accuse the believers in heaven before being hurled down? (10, Job1:9)  How do the believers overcome the accuser now? (11)  What does the defeat of Satan mean to heavens and the earth? (10,12) 

5. Read vs. 13-19. How does God protect the woman from the dragon’s pursuit? (14, Ex19:4)  What does it signify that she would be taken care of for “a time, times and half a time”? (11:3,20:2)  How does the dragon continue to attack her? (15)  What does the water Satan spews signify? (16, Jn4:14, Jer9:15, Mk16:18)     
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The Beast Makes War Against The Saints
-The Seven Trumpets (5)-
Revelation 13

Key vs. 13: 7 “He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation.”

1. Read vs. 1-2.  The dragon employs the two beasts as his agents to make war against the saints. Where does the first beast come? (1)  What do “ten horns and seven heads” signify? How are the attributes of the first beast described? (2, Dan7:4-6)  What do you think the first beast symbolizes?

2. Read vs. 3-4.  What does it signify that the beast had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound has been healed? (3, 12:9,20:2-3, 2Thes2:6)  Why is it that the whole world worships the dragon and the beast? (3,4) 

3. Read vs. 5-10.  How does the beast blaspheme God and make war against the saints? (5,6,7, 11:7, 2Thes2:4)  How long is he allowed to exercise his authority? (5,11:2)  What is the extent of his authority? (7)  Who will worship the beast? (8) How can we overcome this tribulation? (10)

4. Read vs. 11-12.  Where does another beast come? (11)  What does it signify that he has “two horns like a lamb, but speaks like a dragon”?  How does he collaborate with the first beast? (12)  Who does this beast represent?  

5. Read vs. 13-18. How does he display counterfeit miracles to deceive the people? (13,15, Mt24:24,2Thes2:9-10)  What does it signify that everyone is forced to receive “a mark on his right or on his forehead”?  How does he persecute God’s people? (15,17) 

The Time To Reap Has Come
-The Seven Trumpets (6)-
Revelation 14

Key vs. 14:15 “Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, ‘Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.’”
1. Read vs. 1-5.  What does God show to the believers who go through terrible sufferings? (1)  Who are with Christ who is standing on Mount Zion? (1,4,5, Heb12:22)  How are they different from those who worship the beast? (13:16)  What do they do before the throne? (2,3) 

2. Read vs. 6-13.  What is the eternal gospel an angel proclaims to all people at the hour of God’s judgment? (7)  Why must people fear God and worship him?  What does a second angel announce concerning God’s judgment? (8)  

3. Read vs. 9-13.  How does a third angel warn against those who worship the beast and receive his mark on the forehead? (9,10)  How will they suffer forever? (11)  How will the believers be blessed when they remain faithful to the Lord? (12,13) 

4. Read vs. 14-16. How does one “like a son of man” come to harvest the earth? (14)  How does an angel announce the time for harvest? (15)  What does it mean that the harvest of the earth is ripe? (Mt13:30)  How is the harvest related to the believers’ rapture? (11:12, 1The4:16,17) 

5. Read vs. 17-20.  How does an angel gather the clusters of grapes and throw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath? What does it mean that they are trampled in the winepress with the blood rising high?     

The Seven Last Plagues
-The Seven Bowls (1)-
Revelation 15-16

Key vs. 15:1 “I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sing: seven angels with the seven last plagues – last, because with them God’s wrath is completed.”

1. Read 15:1-4.  What does the great and marvelous sign signify? (1)  What do the victorious believers do? (2)  How could they overcome the furious persecution of the beasts and his image? (12:11, 13:10)  What can we learn about God’s judgment from their singing? (3,4)

2. Read vs. 5-8.  What does it show that the seven angels with the seven plagues come out of the temple? (6)  What does it signify that they wear golden sashes and are given the seven golden bowls? (7)  What does it tell that no one could enter the temple until the seven plagues are completed? (8)

3. Read vs. 16:1-9. How does God pour out the first 3 bowls of his wrath upon the unbelieving world? (2,3,4)  How do the unbelieving people suffer? Why is God’s judgment just and true? (6,7,6:10)  When God pours out his 4th bowl, how do the people suffer by the intense heat? (9,2Pet3:10) How do they respond to God’s judgment?  

4. Read vs. 10-16.  With the 5th  bowl, how does God zero in upon the throne of the beast? (10) How are their agony intensified? (11,9:5)  As the 6th bowl is poured out, how does the devil gather the kings together in preparation for the final battle at Armageddon? (13,14,16, 9:14,20:8)  

5. Read vs. 17-21.  What does it signify that a voice from the throne says, ‘It is done!’ (17,21:6)  What happens to the great city Babylon as God pours out his final wrath upon it? (18-21,18:1-24)  Compare the judgments of  the seven trumpets with those of the seven bowls. What are the similarities and differences? How do they progress?   

The Woman And The Beast
-The Seven Bowls (2)-
Revelation 17

Key vs. 17: 2 “With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.” 

1. Read vs. 1-2. The angel shows John the great prostitute who was soon to be punished (1). Think about the characteristics of the prostitute. How does she commit adultery with the kings of the earth? (2) What does it mean that the inhabitants of the earth are intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries? (15) 

2. Read vs. 3-6.  What does it symbolize that she is sitting on a scarlet beast? (3,18). What do her dress, jewelry and the cup show about her characters? (4, Eze23) How does she collaborate with the beast in persecuting the saints? (4,6, Eze16:21)  Why is it that she is titled “Babylon the Great”? (5,18)  Who (or what) does the prostitute represent? 

3. Read vs. 7-8. How does the angel explain this mystery?  How is the beast described? (8) What does it signify that he once was, now is not, and yet will come up out of the Abyss? (13:3, 20:3)  Why is everyone astonished at his appearance? (8)

4. Read vs. 9-11. The beast has seven heads and ten horns. (3)  What do the seven heads symbolize? (9) What do the seven hills and the seven kings imply about the nature of the beast? (10, Dan7)  What does it mean that the beast belongs to the seven kings? (11)  Who (or what) does the beast represent?

5. Read vs. 12-18.  When will the ten horns appear and what will they do? (12,13) How will they make war against the Lord? (14, 13:5, 16:16,19:14,20:8,Dan7:25)  Why will the beast destroy the prostitute? (16, 2The2:4)  What does it show about God’s sovereign purpose? (17) 

The Fall Of Babylon
-The Seven Bowls (3)-
Revelation 18

Key vs. 18: 2 “With a mighty voice he shouted: ‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird.’”
1. Read vs. 1-3. How does a mighty angel announce the fall of Babylon? (1)  How did the devil work behind her adultery? (2)  How did she commit spiritual adulteries with the kings and the businessmen? (3,9)

2. Read vs. 4-8. What does another angel say to the people of God? (4) What does it mean to come out of “her”? (2Cor6:17)  How does God punish her? (6-8)  What shows her tight relationship with the devil? (7b, Is47:7)   What does it indicate that the fall of Babylon will take place all of a sudden? (9,17,19)

3. Read vs. 9-19. Describe the mourning of her collaborators and benefactors. Why are they terrified? (10,15) How did they benefit from her respectively? (10,12,15,17)  Why did the kings plot to destroy her and now weep over her ruin? (17:16)

4. Read vs. 20. How does the angel exalt the believers to rejoice? (20) How does God hear their plea and vindicate their injustice? (24, 6:10-11)  How can we overcome the injustice of this world?

5. Read vs. 21-24. What does it symbolize that a mighty angel throws a boulder into the sea?  (21)  How does it show about the doom of Babylon that there is no music, workman nor light? (22, 23)  What does it teach us the danger of compromising with the world?  


The Return Of The Christ
-The Seven Bowls (4)-
Revelation 19

Key vs. 19:11 “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.”

1. Read vs. 1-6.  After the fall of Babylon, how does a great multitude in heaven shout in praise? (1,2)  What does it show about God’s judgment? (2, 6:10)  What does it show about his power and reign? (6)  

2. Read vs. 7-10. What does the fall of Babylon signal? (7) How has his bride made herself ready for the wedding of the Lamb? (8, 21:2)  How was it possible for her to wear a dress of fine linen? (10). Think about the destiny of the great prostitute and his bride.

3. Read vs. 11-13.  How is Jesus described who is ready to return to fight his enemy? (11)  Why is he called Faithful and True?  How do the appearance of his eyes, head and dress highlight his truthful judgment? (12,13)

4. Read vs. 14-16. Who are the armies of heaven following him riding on white horses? (14,8)  How will the believers participate in reigning with the Lord? (2Tim2:12,20:4) How is the Lord ready to strike down the nations and judge them? (15)  How will he rule in the kingdom of God? (16)

5. Read vs. 17-21. How does an angel invite all the birds to the great supper of God? (17)  How do the beast and the kings of the earth gather to fight the Lord? (19,16:14-16)  How have the beast and the false prophet made war against the saints? (20b, 13:7,11:7)  How were they captured and thrown into the fiery lake of the burning sulfur? (20) How about the rest of their armies? (21)   

The Devil’s Doom And The Judgment
-The Seven Bowls (5)-
Revelation 20

Key vs. 20:10 “And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” 

1. Read vs. 1-3. What does an angel hold in his hand? (1)  What does it imply that the devil was seized and bound with a great chain? (2, Mk3:27,Heb2:14,Lk10:18)  What is the purpose of rendering the devil powerless?  How long? When is the devil released for a short time? (3, 17:8;13:1,7,13;16:13) 

2. Read vs. 4-6. Who does John see sitting on the thrones? (4)  How were they given authority to judge and reign with Christ a thousand years? (6b,1:6)  Who can (or cannot) participate in the first resurrection? (5)

3. Read vs. 7-10. What will the devil do after his release from the Abyss? (7,9:1,16:14)  What will be the sphere of his battle campaign? (8,9)  How will the Lord destroy him and throw him into the lake of burning sulfur? (9,10) 

4. Read vs. 11-12.  How will the Lord Jesus judge after having defeated the devil and his agents? (11)  Who will stand before the judgment seat of Christ? (12, 2Cor5:10)  How will the Lord judge the dead?  What are the books and the book of life and what are recorded in them?

5. Read vs. 13-15. How would the dead rise to stand before the judgment seat of Christ? (13,5)  Why are they called “the dead”? Why did they not participate in the first resurrection? What is the last enemy to be destroyed? (14,1Cor15:26) Think about how the Lord has destroyed all his enemies.

The New Jerusalem
-The new Heaven & the new Earth (1)-
Revelation 21

Key vs. 21: 2 “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”
1. Read vs. 1-2. After all these, John sees a new heaven and a new earth! (1)  What does it imply about them that there is no sea?  What does John see coming down spectacularly out of heaven? (2)  What does the Holy City symbolize? (9,19:7) Compare the Holy City and the great city Babylon.

2. Read vs. 3-8. What does a voice from the throne proclaim? (3) What can you learn about God’s ultimate desire? (Gen17:7-8)  How does God fulfill his desire? (Gn3:15, Jn1:14,19:30)  How does God comfort those who have overcome? (4,6)  What is God’s warning against those who reject his love? (8)

3. Read vs. 9-14. How does the angel introduce the Holy City? (9) Describe the appearance of the Holy City? –Its outlook, wall, gates and foundations. (11-14) What does each symbolize? What does it symbolize that the names of the 12 tribes and of the 12 apostles are written on the gates and the foundations of the city? 

4. Read vs. 15-21. How does the angel measure the Holy City? (15)  What are the measurements of the city and the wall? (16,17) What do they symbolize about the Holy City?  How are the city, its wall, foundations, gates and street decorated? (18-21) What does each symbolize about the city? (Ex28:17-20)

5. Read vs. 22-27.  Find out the things that are surprisingly missing in the city? (22-25)  What does it imply that God and the Lamb are its temple and its light?  What does it say about the city that there is no night or nothing impure? (25,27)  Who are the residents of the city and how do they bring glory and honor to it? (24,26)

Behold, I Am Coming Soon
-The new Heaven & the new Earth (2)-
Revelation 22

Key vs. 22:7 "Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book." 

1. Read vs. 1-2. Where does the river of the water of life flow?  (1) What does the river of life symbolize? (Jn4:14) How does the tree of life yield its crops? (2,3, 21:4)   What does the tree of life symbolize? (Gn3:24) How does God fulfill the dream of the lost paradise in the Holy City?    

2. Read vs. 3-6. What is the central theme of the Holy City? (3)  How does God nurture his people and how do we serve the Lord? (4,5) How does the angel confirm that the revelation is trustworthy? (6)

3. Read vs. 7-11. How does Jesus encourage his people to keep the words of this book? (7)  How is John overwhelmed and what does the angel tell him to do? (8-10)  How does the angel encourage the believers to persevere in the midst of rampant evil? (11) 

4. Read vs. 12-17. Why does Jesus repeatedly say that he is coming soon? (12,13)  How can we live pure lives in the impure world? (14,15)  How are we encouraged to take part in the blessed life? (17)  What does each name of Jesus signify? (13,16)

5. Read vs. 18-21. How does God warn everyone who hears this book? (18,19)  How do people add anything to or take words away from this book? (Dt12:32-13:5)  Think about the destinies of the believers and unbelievers. How should we live while waiting for the Lord’s coming?

