Who Are The True Children Of God?

Romans 9:1-33

Key vs. 9:8 "In other words, it is not the natual children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring.” 

1. Read vs. 1-5.  Why does Paul painfully explain that he is telling the truth? (Act 21:21) How does he express his compassion toward his people who reject the Christ? (2,3, Ex 32:32)  List the privileges Israel received. (4,5)  Why did they reject Christ?  

2. Read vs. 6-9. When Israel rejects Christ, God’s word seems to have failed.  How does Paul explain that God’s word did not fail? (6)  How does he distingusih the children of the promise from the natural children? (7,8)  How does it show that God’s work continues? 

3. Read vs. 10-13. How did God choose Jacob over Esau before they were born or had done good or bad? (Gen 25:23) What does it show about God’s election? (12)  How does Jacob’s life demonstrate it?  Who causes us to become children of God? (Jn 1:13)  

4. Read vs. 14-29. How does Paul explain that God’s election is based on his mercy, not on our desire or effort? (14-18)  Why do we men complain to God’s sovereign choice? (19) How does Paul defend it? (19-21)  How does God display his mercy upon those who deserve his wrath? (22-29)   

5. Read vs. 30-33. How do the Gentiles obtain God’s righteousness while Israel failed? (30,31)  Why did Israel pursue righteousness by works? (32)  How should we receive God’s mercy?  In summary, who are the true children of God? (8,12,16,30)

