Revelation 9






The Trumpets Judgments (2) 


When the Abyss Breaks Open
The first 4 trumpets judgments in the previous chapter expand on the 3rd seal events, mainly focusing on the judgments upon the corporate church. The 5th and 6th trumpets judgments in this chapter describe the catastrophic disasters upon the world and the end of the corporate church as the Satan is released from the Abyss where he has been bound for a thousand years. This is so called the great tribulation. Theses judgments are described from the viewpoint of the demoniac activities while the following chapters 10-11 from the viewpoint of the believers. The chapters 12-14 further expand on the same theme from comprehensive viewpoint.
1. The fifth trumpet judgment (1-11) 
At the 5th trumpet sound, a star that has fallen from the sky opens the Abyss and smoke rises from the Abyss like the smoke from the gigantic furnace. Here the star that has fallen from the sky is Satan himself. His name “Destroyer” indicates the purpose of his existence (11). This event coincides with the Satan being released from the Abyss prior to the coming of the Lord (20:3,7)  As Satan opens the Abyss, the sun and sky were darkened by the smoke, and locusts come out of the smoke with the power of scorpions. They begin to torture the unbelievers. Thankfully God does not allow them to harm the true believers who have been sealed with the seal of God. The true believers are perfectly secured by God.  The unbelievers are tormented for 5 months. Their agony and pain are so terrible that they long to die, but they could not die because the true gospel of peace has been silenced. There is no longer remedy for their agony. This is a prelude to the hell where the smoke of torment rises for ever (14:11). This is a picture of the 4th seal events where the rider named Death and Hade brings. It seems like the whole unbelieving world including the corporate church will experience the agony like a sting of a scorpion.

We do not know exactly how this will take place. However, we can see sin will increase as the demoniac activities increase. People suffer agony and pain, shame and guilt, depression and meaninglessness. People kill and suicide. People are fearful and sleepless. This can happen physically, mentally and spiritually. 
The appearance of the locusts seems to describe encryptic information about the demoniac activities. The crown of gold is worn by the 24 elders who represent the redeemed believers in heaven. The human faces and women’s hairs seem to show that these demoniac activities are carried by human beings. The teeth of a lion shows their ferociousness.  They have power in their tails to torment the unbelievers. Isaiah 9:15 says that “the elders and prominent men are the head, the prophets who teach lies are the tail.”  In summary, the locusts represent the false prophets who teach the false gospels, pretending to be like the ministers of the gospel. By their teachings the congregations will suffer agony of spiritual death. This way Satan will cause the unbelievers to torment. However, the true believers will be secure with the seal of God.

2. The 6th trumpet judgment (12-21)

At the 6th trumpet sound, the four angels who have been bound at the great river Euphrates are released to kill a third of mankind. The river Euphrates flows in the city of Babylon which is the center of Satan’s kingdom. The four angels bound at the river Euphrates represent the evil angels who carry out the Satan’s attack against the corporate church which is shown as a third of mankind. They mobilize the numerous demoniac activities represented by the troops of 200 millions. They will silence the true gospel witnesses and end the role of the corporate church as a salvation vehicle. This judgments result in the heavenly view of the martyred believers of the 5th seal. The same truth is mentioned in chapter 11:7 and further expanded in chapter 13.   
The colors of the horse riders - fiery red, dark blue and yellow sulfur - represent the spiritual death inflicted upon the corporate church by the activities by Satan. The power of the horses is in their mouth and in their tails. This shows that Satan works by the two beasts that represent the anti-Christs and the false prophets. Their activities are detailed in chapter 13.  The unbelievers will keep sinning and worshiping idols till their final judgment that will come under the seven bowls judgments.
In conclusion, the 5th and 6th trumpets judgments shows the fierce activities of Satan who wants to keep the people without salvation by silencing the true gospel witnesses. It would be the terrible time that salvation would be almost impossible. That’s why they are called the great tribulation and announced “Woe! Woe! Woe!”
