Revelation 8






The Trumpets Judgments (1) 


The Four Trumpets Judgments
The previous seals show us the overview of the unfolding events. The following chapters 8-14 cover the trumpets judgments. The first section (chapters 8-11) describes the details of the seals events afore mentioned (3rd, 4th and 5th seals); the second section (chapters 12-14) describes the further details of the trumpets judgments (5th and 6th trumpets). As you will see, the seals and the trumpets and the bowls judgments events are repeatedly overlapping and developing progressively as each stage is moving forward. Therefore as we study further, we will see the main actors and their activities more clearly. It requires patience and persistence in our study, yet we will reap the fruits of deeper understanding of the truth. 
1. Preparation for the trumpets judgments (1-5) 
There is silence in heaven when the Lord opens the 7th seal. Until now we saw the heaven filled with the praise and worship by the 24 elders, 4 living creatures, and multitude of angels and the redeemed believers. Silence for about half an hour seems like eternity. It signals solemn and grave judgments approaching. It seems like during this silence God distributes seven trumpets to the seven angels, and receives the prayers of all the saints. The prayers of the saints go up to the throne of God like the fragrant incense. This shows that God listens to the prayers of his children and executes his judgment upon the unbelieving world. We believers participate in the judgment of God through the prayers. What might be the prayer topics of the believers?  We pray for the salvation of the souls and God will protect his people with his seals. In the 5th seal, we heard the believers plead with the Lord to do justice to the unbelieving world. God will surely judge them justly according to their prayers. As the angel hurls the censer filled with fire on the earth, it signals the pouring of God’s wrath upon this world. 

2. Judgments upon the corporate church (6-13)

During the OT time, the trumpet sounds were used to assemble a meeting, set out to journey or announce the battle. (Nu10:1-10)  The watchmen were supposed to blow the trumpet blast when they saw the enemy approaching. These seven trumpets judgment are not final judgments, but serious warning that God’s final judgments are rapidly approaching. Especially the first 4 trumpets judgments in this chapter upon the church serve as warning to the great tribulation to follow in the following chapter.
The first 4 trumpets judgments are similar in nature: “A third” is repeated more than a dozen times. A third of the trees, a third of the sea, a third of the rivers, a third of the sun and so on. At first glance, “a third” seems to indicate that God’s judgment is partial, not total.  However, if a third of the earth was burned up, a third of the sea turned into blood, and a third of the rivers became bitter, it would bring total disaster upon this world. Furthermore, if a third of the sun, moon and stars turned dark, it seems like the end of the world that will come with the bowls judgment later. Jesus said that the days of his coming will be like the days of Noah and Lot. People will be eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage, buying and selling, planting and building up to the day he comes. (Lk17:26-29). People will live as business usual. If we interpret the trumpet judgments literally, the events of such catastrophic disasters contradict the prediction of the Lord.  
In Zechariah 13:8-9, God defines the usage of his terminology of one-third and two-thirds. God calls one-third as his people while two-thirds as the perishing. A-third will call on God’s name and God will call them his people. Therefore, we can see that God is talking about his judgments upon the church where his people remain in these trumpets judgments. Of course, it does not mean to judge the true believers. They are perfectly sealed and safe. Here God’s judgments are upon the corporate church in general. This view is consistent with the teaching of the Bible that God’s judgment begins with the family of God (1Peter4:17). 

3. The first 4 trumpets judgments (6-13)

As the first trumpet sounds, hail and fire mixed with blood are hurled down upon the earth. They remind us of God’s judgment upon the Egypt in Exodus. As a result, a third of the earth is burned up, a third of the trees burned up and the green grass is burned up. In the Bible, we often see God uses the earth, trees and grass to indicate the people.  Psalm1:2-3 says that he who meditates on the word of God is like a tree planted by streams of water.  1Peter1:24 says that “All men are like grass.”  Therefore it means that many leaders and congregation of the corporate church have lost spiritual life.
As the second trumpet sounds, something like a huge mountain is thrown into the sea. As a result, a third of the sea turns into blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.  In the Bible a kingdom is often mentioned as a mountain. Daniel2:35 says that “the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.” Here a huge mountain is a kingdom of God. Jeremiah51:25 says that God would make Babylon, a destroying mountain to a burnt-out mountain. A corporate church is a kingdom of God on earth. A sea often indicates the wicked world (Isaiah57:20). Therefore, that a huge mountain is thrown into the sea means that a corporate church has become corrupted and wicked like an unbelieving world. As a result, no salvation work can be carried out. The living creatures in the sea implies the people to be saved as in the parable of the net. (Matthew13:47)  The ships are used to bring saved souls to the kingdom of God.  Upon judgment, the corporate church has become corrupted and salvation work becomes ineffective.

As the third trumpet sounds, a great star blazing like a torch, falls from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water-the name of the star is Wormwood. In the Bible, the true believers will shine like the stars. (Dan12:3). Here a great star may mean the prominent spiritual leaders who have become corrupted. They influence the congregation with the false teachings. The springs of water indicates the true gospel as Jesus promised a living water to a Samaritan woman (John4:14). The true gospel of Jesus turned the bitter world into sweet life. Now that the false leaders teach the false gospels, thus spiritually killing the souls. These days many churches and denominations have accepted as their doctrines divorce, abortion, homo-sexuals and many man-oriented gospels. What would happen to the congregations under such false spiritual leaders! 

At the fourth trumpet sound, a third of the sun, a third of the moon and a third of the stars are struck and turned dark. As a result, a third of the day is without light and also a third of the night. The sun, moon and stars imply God’s righteousness, God’s laws, and the children of God respectively. Collectively they represent the spiritual light the church displays. Jesus calls the church to be the light of the world. However, upon judgment, the corporate church has lost its light and become so dark and wicked. What would it become of? Darkness was the last plague before the final judgment upon Egypt (Exodus10:21). The fourth trumpet judgment of spiritual darkness in the corporate church is an omen to the terrible woes to follow. 
Jesus established his church upon the confession of faith that he is the Christ, the son of the living God (Matthew16:18).  Through his church, he wants to save his people. However, the corporate church that represents the kingdom of God on earth abandons the word of God and become apostate. As the third seal indicates, the spiritual famine of hearing the word of God is taking place in the corporate churches all over the world. Instead, the churches teach the false gospels and the congregation are dying due to the famine of the true gospel. What would happen to the unbelieving world! Therefore an eagle flying in the midair calls out in a loud voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe!”
