Revelation 7







The Seals Judgments (2) 


144,000 Sealed
In chapters 6, the sixth seal ends with the fearful cry of the unbelievers: “For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” It will be a dreadful day for those who reject the grace of God. In response to their cry, Jesus shows us the faithful believers who overcome the tribulation and enter into the heavenly blessedness. This chapter is provided in advance to encourage the believers to remain faithful to the Lord while going through the great tribulation.  
1. 144,000 sealed (1-8)
This scene starts with the four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or one sea or on any tree.  The repeated number “four” shows that this event encompasses the whole world. Then another angel comes with the seal of the living God, commanding the four angels not to harm the land, sea and trees until they put a seal on the foreheads of the believers. The number of those sealed is 144,000. It does not mean literal 144,000. The number 144,000 carries the symbolic meaning. It is composed of 12x12x103 and shows that the perfect and complete number of the believers God designated is sealed. How does God seal them?  In Ephesians 1:13 says that the believers are marked in Christ with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit until the redemption of those who are God’s possession. God declares his ownership on them with a seal of the Holy Spirit. Once sealed, the believers are secured with God’s protection. Nothing can harm them. The same imagery appears in Ezkiel 9, showing God’s absolute protection for his own people. In John 10:27-28, Jesus says: “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.”  I believe that 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel are spiritual Israel, meaning all the believers. 
2. A great multitude (9-17)
Jesus shows a great multitude that no one could count. They are wearing the righteousness of Christ and praising the Lord victoriously. This is a heavenly scene of those 144,000 sealed on earth.  These are the faithful believers who overcome the great tribulation. Jesus is showing them in advance their future glory they will receive in heaven. They are singing the praise to the Lord along with the multitude of the angels. They serve the Lord day and night in heaven. They are destitute, persecuted and mistreated without protection, but God will spread over them his tent in heaven. He will become their shelter and refuge (Isaiah 4:5,6). During the great tribulation, they will suffer pain of hunger and thirst and trials of scorching heat to follow Jesus. But in heaven they will never again experience the horrible troubles. Under God’s protection, they will enjoy rest and comfort in heaven forever and ever. God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more sorrow or death in haven (21:4)  
