Revelation 6







The Seals Judgments (1) 


The Seals Judgments
In chapters 4-5, we saw the creator God and our Lord Jesus sitting on the throne in heaven. Jesus wants us to know that God is in control over all events according to his perfect salvation plan written in the scroll. In the following chapters, we will see how Jesus executes God’s plan, redeeming his people, punishing his enemies, and finally establishing the kingdom of God. The interpretation of revelation has been always difficult, oftentimes leading its students to confusion. It is important to focus on a big picture, especially for the first time students, rather than being trapped into the mud of the details. As we keep studying the subsequent chapters, we will have better understanding. In revelation, God oftentimes shows overall pictures first and further details in the subsequent chapters. It’s like peeling the onions. The more you peel them, the deeper and the more clearly you understand the actors, their tactics and their destiny. If you study with patience and persistence, you will find in it a great joy and deeper understanding of God’s salvation plan.
The seals events focus on the events unfolding during the final tribulations. God has told us in all the books up to revelation how he saves and how his people should live. In revelation, he wants us to know what would happen at the last period of human history-beginning with Satan’s release to his second coming. The seals events shows the overview.   

1. The first seal (1-2)
As Jesus opens the first 4 seals, the horses of different colors and various riders appear, dramatizing the unfolding events to take place. Similar horses/riders were pictured in Zechariah 6:1-8. They were called  the four spirits of heaven, going out from the presence to the whole world. The horses seem to represent not individual but the world wide trends God sets according to his plan.
As Jesus opens the first seal, a rider riding on a white horse comes with a bow and wearing a crown. He rides out as a conqueror bent on conquest. “White” color often represents the righteousness of Jesus. The appearance of the rider on a white horse looks the same as that of the Lord Jesus coming on a white horse in chapter 19:11. Psalm45:3-5 shows the Lord Jesus shooting down the arrows to pierce the hearts of his enemies. Here the rider on a white horse seems to dramatize the gospel of Jesus advancing victoriously to the end of the world, like a conqueror determined to save all the people. In Matthew24:14 Jesus says that the gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world before the end comes. This rider seems to represent the gospel work advancing to the end of the world before the final tribulation coincided with the release of Satan in 20:3. 
2. The second seal (3-4)
As Jesus opens the second seal, a fiery red horse comes out. With a large sword given, the rider is given power to take peace from the earth, and to make men slay each other. “Red” color represents often in revelation sinfulness or Satan who is called red Dragon in 12:3. As the gospel of peace advances powerfully, Satan is also determined to cause conflicts among family members, in the society and among religions. In Matthew10:34, Jesus says that he did not come to bring peace, but a sword. He makes unbelievers pit against the believers. Jesus says that hatred against brothers is murder. People will hate the true believers and silence the gospel with the intent to wipe them out. “A fiery red” and “a large sword” symbolize the intensity and magnitude of Satan’s activities during the final tribulation, marked by the release of Satan before the coming of the Lord mentioned in 20:3.  
3. The third seal (5-6)
As Jesus opens the third seal, a rider on a black horse appears with a pair of scales in his hand. “Black” color is reserved for judgment (2Pet2:17). A scale is used to weigh the weight of the object. In Daniel 5:27, the righteousness of Belshazzar was weighed on the scales and found wanting. The king was killed that night. One of the four living creatures exclaims about the scarcity of wheat and barley which are used for making bread. People are not satisfied with little bread. In Amos 8:11-12,  God declares that he will send a famine  through the land – not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the Lord. People search for the word of the Lord, but they will not find it.  This spiritual famine happens because Satan has been released to slay or silence the witness of the believers. Satan takes away the word of God and causes the people to starve spiritually. However, God will protect the true believers who are purchased with the blood of Jesus and sealed with the Holy Spirit.  
4. The fourth seal (7-8)
As Jesus opens the fourth seal, a pale horse comes with Death riding on it, and Hades following close behind him. Hades is a synonym for hell. In Matthew16:18, Jesus says: You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. Here Jesus is talking about spiritual death. In Ezkiel 14:21, God says: He will send against Jerusalem his four dread judgments – sword and famine and wild beasts and plague - to kill its men and their animals. The sword of the Spirit normally represents the word of God (Eph6:17), but in this case it represents the deceptive word of Satan. The spiritual famine represents the lack of God’s words. The spiritual plague causes men to suffer pain, depression, meaninglessness etc. The wild beasts represent evil spirits. God uses such four dreadful weapons to destroy the unbelieving world. “A fourth” symbolizes that the impact of the fourth seal is world-wide as the number “four” symbolizes the whole world.
5. The fifth seal (9-11)
Until now, as Jesus opens the seals, the four living creatures executed his plan by dramatizing the events with the various horse riders. Now as Jesus opens the fifth seal, he shows the souls of those who have been slain under the altar of sacrifice. They are in heaven, pleading with the Lord to avenge their blood. It does not mean they are seeking revenge, but justice to be done (Luke18:8). They are given a white robe of the righteousness of Christ and told to wait patiently till the full number of their fellow brothers arrives. I believe these are the true believers who have overcome the final tribulation, not just the martyred. All the believer are hated or spiritually slain by the world. By showing the heavenly redemption, Jesus wants to comfort the believers who are going through the final tribulation.  
6. The sixth seal (12-17)
As Jesus opens the sixth seal, the cosmic calamity is taking place dramatically: there is earthquake. The sun turns black, the moon turns blood red, and the stars falling. The sky receding like a scroll, and every mountain and island removed. This reminds us of the event Jesus mentioned in Matthew24:30. He says that the heavenly bodies will be shaken just before his coming. These cosmic calamities were often used to describe the judgments upon the nations in the prophecies of the Old Testament (Isaiah34:4). I believe that this event will take place literally, yet we can see the spiritual meanings behind the event just as in the previous seals. The sun represents God’s righteousness (Malachi4:2) or the light of the gospel. The moon represents God’s law or grace. The stars represent the God’s people. The sky true religion and the mountain God’s church. When these are darkened or removed, it will mean the end of the world. No wonder God will destroy the heaven and the earth with fire (2Pet3:7)
How would the people react to the cosmic calamity? Of course, they will be full of fear, scared to death. They will know that the end has come, and they will face the wrath of God. Nothing can hide them from the wrath of the holy God. What a dreadful day for the unbelievers who reject the gospel of Jesus! On the other hand, it will be the glorious day for the believers who will meet the Lord and live with him forever.    
