Revelation 5







The heavenly Throne (2) 


The Scroll and The Lamb
In chapter 4, Jesus shows the throne of God the creator in heaven, surrounded by the 24 elders and 4 living creatures who praise him day and night. In this chapter, Jesus appears as the Lamb who was slain to purchase us and who is the only one qualified to open the scroll in God’s hand.  In the succeeding chapters, as Jesus opens the seals one by one, we will see the unfolding events written in the scroll. By showing this, Jesus wants us to know that he is in charge over all events and he leads the human history according to his perfect plan.
1. The scroll in God’s hand (1-3)
After showing the majestic view of the heavenly throne, Jesus directs our attention to the scroll in the right hand of God. The scroll was written on both sides and sealed with seven seals. This implies that the writing of the scroll was complete and officially stamped and approved by God. As we study the following chapters, we will find out that the scroll contains God’s world salvation plan – the panorama of unfolding world events, the conflicts between the Christ and the devil, the triumph of his people, the punishment of his enemies, and the establishing of the kingdom of God. 
The world history seems oftentimes chaotic and out of control, and we wonder where the history is heading. When we see the evil overcome the good, we despair and wonder whether the justice exists. However, God is sovereign and he rules the world according to his perfect plan written in the scroll. The world history is not a history of the rise and falls of nations, kings and rulers, but a history of God’s salvation of mankind in the midst of seemingly chaotic events. Therefore we need to understand the events in the light of salvation, and we should be thankful that we participate in God’s salvation history.
2. Who is worthy to open the scroll? (4-7)
A mighty angel proclaimed, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”  When no one seems qualified to open such an important scroll, John was emotionally troubled and wept and wept. Finally one of the elders comforted him saying that the Lord Jesus triumphed and was able to open the scroll. He introduced Jesus as the Lion of the tribe of Judah and the Root of David. In Genesis 49:9-10, God blessed the tribe of Judah with the blessing of the leadership and promised to send the messiah out of it. King  David came from the tribe of Judah and God confirmed this promise to him again. Like a lion, Jesus triumphed over Satan and became worthy to open the scroll.

Surprisingly Jesus appeared as a Lamb who was slain rather than a mighty king. The appearance of Jesus as a Passover lamb explains how Jesus became triumphant and worthy to open the scroll. Jesus died for our sins and defeated the power of sin through his death and resurrection (Heb2:14). He purchased us with his blood and made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God. Jesus was described that he had seven horns and seven eyes. “Horn” implies power and Jesus was called a horn of salvation in Luke 1:69. “Seven horns” implies his perfect power and authority that impale the power of Satan (Luke1:69). “Seven eyes” represent the operation of the Holy Spirit working powerfully and perfectly around the world. Since Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead, he was exalted to the highest place as the king of kings. He poured out his Holy Spirit at Pentecost and carries out salvation work powerfully. As he opens the seals later, we can see how powerfully he executes his perfect salvation plan, punishing his enemies and establishing the kingdom of God. Truly Jesus is the only one worthy to open the scroll!

3. Worthy is the Lamb (8-14)
As Jesus took the scroll from the hand of the Father, the four living creatures and 24 elders worship before him, singing a new song and holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  This shows that the prayers of the believers go up to the throne of God like fragrant incense. We participate in the heavenly worship and praise as we pray on earth for the salvation work. Jesus hears our prayer and carries out his salvation plan as he opens the scroll one by one.
A “new song” they sing is filled with thanks and praise for the redemption of the believers. They praise the Lord for purchasing them at the sacrifice of his life and making them a kingdom and priests to serve our God. We will sing never enough for his redeeming grace in heaven as well as on earth. Praise the Lord! 
Following the 4 livings creatures and 24 elders, angels of thousands upon thousands praise the Lord, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!”  Every creature in heaven and on earth and on the sea sings in chorus to the praise and glory to the God of heaven. Then the 4 living creatures sing in quaret “Amen” as the 24 elders fall down and worship. Heaven is filled with praise and thanks and honor and glory to the God of creation and the Lord of redemption. Our worship service on earth is a rehearsal for the heavenly worship and should be filled with thanks and praise to the Lord.

