Revelation 4







The heavenly Throne (1) 


The Throne In Heaven
In the preceding chapters, Jesus showed himself walking in the midst of churches, encouraging and rebuking and strengthening them to overcome the troubles of the world. He wants all the churches to know that he is with them while they are going through the times of troubles.  In chapters 4 and 5, he opens the heavenly door to show God sitting in the throne and the Lord Jesus standing to open the scroll, surrounded by the 24 elders and 4 living creatures. The heaven is filled with praise and worship. Jesus shows this heavenly scene before showing the tribulation events so that we may know that God is in control over all the events. He wants us to know that all things are happening according to his sovereign purpose.
1. The throne in Heaven (4:1-11)
After giving the churches corrections, rebukes and encouragements, Jesus opens a heavenly door and invites John to peek through the throne of God before unfolding the tribulation events. There he saw a holy God sitting on the throne. The brilliance of his glory seems too bright for him to look up so that he describes God using the appearance of the jewels and precious stones: Jasper, a stone of white shining brightly represents God’s righteousness; Carnelian, a stone of red shining brightly represents the holiness of God who hates sin, ready to pour out his wrath upon sinners; Emerald of green represents the grace and mercy of God. The rainbow encircling the throne reminds us of the promise of God who would not judge the sinful world with the flood as he had destroyed the world in Noah’s time. This heavenly view of God’s throne teaches us the holy God who endures sinners with his long-suffering and mercy. 
Surrounding the throne were 24 elders who were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. They were clothed with the righteousness of Christ; they were sitting on the thrones victoriously with the crowns of righteousness on their heads. These 24 elders represent the redeemed believers in the Old and New Testaments.  This reminds us of Jesus’ promise to his disciples in Matthew 19:28. “Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’”  Paul said in 2Tim 4:7-8.  “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.”  This should be our hope while struggling to serve our Lord, waiting for his appearing.
The flashes of lightening, rumblings and peals of thunder that came from the throne show the presence of the holy God. They remind us of the Mt. Sinus where God appeared in the clouds of heaven with the flashes of lightening and thunder while Israelites trembling. The blazing seven lamps and a sea of crystal-clear glass symbolize the manifold operations of the Holy Spirit powerfully working throughout the world without hindrance.
Around this majestic beauty of the throne were four living creatures: lion, ox, man and eagle. Each of them had six wings and they were covered with eyes all around. They were constantly praising the holy God who is eternal day and night. This reminds us of the angels singing the similar rhyme in the temple in Isaiah 6. The four living creatures also remind the vision Ezkiel saw in Ezkiel chapter 1, which describes the likeness of the glory of God. The fact that they were covered with the eyes symbolizes the manifold operations of the Holy Spirit (5:6b). It is not easy to determine the identity of the four living creatures. Some think they represent the attributes of God himself, while others think they are angelic beings or others think they are the representatives of the all creations. 
The God’s invisible qualities are imprinted in all creations, and they declare the glory of God day and night. Psalm 19:1-2 says: “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.” I am humbly inclined to accept the latter view with open heart, because their theme song also praises God for his all creations (11b). We know that it is the desire of all creations to participate in the glorious freedom while awaiting the sons of God to be revealed (Ro 8:19-21).  As the living creatures praise God, the 24 elders also fall down humbly before the throne and praise Him who is the creator of all things. Each of all creations owes its total existence to our God. Without him nothing exists. He created us and sustains us according to his will and pleasure. We should give thanks, praise and honor to him unceasingly as the creation declares the glory of God day and night.
