Revelation 3







The Seven Churches (2)


I Stand At the Door And Knock
This chapter is a continuation of Jesus’ assessment of the churches. He continues to warn, rebuke and encourage his churches to wake up and overcome the world with the promises of blessing. We do not need to wait till the great tribulation to taste Satan’s attack. As God says in 1Pet5:8, the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. We always go through the times of tribulations as God’s people.  Jesus says in John16:33, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  Satan will intensify his evil activities to deceive and destroy the people during the great tribulation. We must look up to the Lord and take heart and overcome the world. 
1. The church in Sardis (1-6)
Jesus shows himself to be the one who works powerfully by the Holy Sprit and through the words of God. The church in Sardis has a reputation of being alive, but Jesus says that they are dead. They are sadly like a leafy fig tree with no fruits Jesus cursed in Jerusalem. We do not know how they have become spiritually dead; however, in the light of Jesus’ admonition, they received the message of God, but they did not seem to obey God’s words. Rather they seemed to follow their own human ideas or traditions or moral teachings. Unlike the churches in Pergamum and Thyatira, they are not involved in idol worships and sexual immorality. They seem to be very religious and engage in many humanitarian activities that have brought good reputations from the society. The church in Sardis reminds us of the Pharisees in the time of Jesus, Catholic churches and many churches these days who have lost the gospel faith and serve humanitarian purpose. There is no life-giving and salvation work going in them. Their works look good, but their deeds are not complete in the sight of God. Jesus tells them to repent and obey the word of God. 
Jesus still remembers a few faithful believers, though the whole church seems to be dead. Jesus regards these few as worthy of his recognition and assures them of eternal life. As we will study later, as the time nears, the churches in the whole world will have abandoned the true gospel and become spiritually dead. But we must be faithful to his word.
2. The church in Philadelphia (7-13)
Jesus shows himself to be having the key of David to the church in Philadelphia. The key represents the authority and power. Jesus has authority in heaven and earth, and over the death and hade. He also reminds that we have been given the keys of the kingdom of heaven (Mt 16:18). We can use the keys to open the door for salvation! The church in Philadelphia seems to have gone through trials imposed by the false believers. It seems like the Judaisers have challenged the church with false teachings and forced them to deny the true gospel, instead of persecuting them out right as in the church in Smyrna.  They have struggled with God’s words and did not deny the name of Jesus. They endured patiently. Jesus praised their faith and promises to protect them continually. It is even more important to study God’s words and struggle to be faithful to the truth, especially as the time nears because the devil will try hard to deceive us. 
Jesus promises to make very precious in God’s church those who overcome by struggling with the word of God. Jesus promises to write on them the names of God, the Son, and the new Jerusalem. The name represents the ownership of the person. My name on the cover of my Bible implies that I am the owner of my Bible, and my Bible belongs to me. Jesus assures the church in Philadelphia that they are his and they belong to him.

3. The church in Laodicea (14-22)
Jesus shows himself to be a true witness of God the Father and sovereign ruler of the whole universe. The church in Laodicea is lukewarm – neither hot nor cold, and so disgusting to the Lord. This church seems to have been rich and successful in the world. They did not struggle with God’s words. They felt so comfortable and they could live without God. They must have spent so much time on buying and selling to increase their wealth. They have lost their souls to the world. Jesus rebukes them harshly that they are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  Jesus tells them to buy from him faith that save their souls, which is far worthier than gold refined in the fire (1Pe1:7), clothe themselves with the righteousness of Christ and see the true inheritance in heaven.

How easy it is to become complacent and compromising in the materialistic world! When we are poor, we struggle to live by faith because we need God’s help. However, when we are blessed by God, we easily forget about God who blesses and indulge ourselves in the comfortable life style. Remember the rich young ruler! We must always keep God first in our hearts, whether in rich or poor. We must struggle to live by faith, even if we sacrifice all the blessings.
Jesus pleads with them to open their hearts and welcome him. He is willing to come and eat with them, treating them as a royal family. He wants to share life with them like his good friends. He invites us to sit with him like the kings and participate in the rule of this world. 
In conclusion, the characters and problems of the seven churches are typical of the churches in all generations. Jesus says: He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. Jesus gives this message to all the churches in ages. We can see our own problems in each church. Satan also works hard to destroy the church by persecuting, spreading and teaching the false gospels, or diverting our attentions to work-oriented or materialistic life styles. As the time nears, the devil will intensify his activities exponentially to deceive the believers. We must be faithful to the word of God and obedient to his word even more faithfully.
