Revelation 22






The New Heaven and the New Earth (2)


Behold I Am Coming Soon
This chapter is a continuation of the new Jerusalem, the holy city which is the picture of the bride for the Lamb. As an epilogue, Jesus encourages his people to be faithful till he comes with a great reward. He also warns the people not to distort the truth of God. We need to continue to keep our eyes on Jesus who is coming on the cloud of heaven.

1. The river of life, the tree of life (1-6)

Jesus continues to show us a beauty of the holy city the new Jerusalem who is the bride of the Lamb. The river of water of life flows from the throne of God down the middle of the great street of the city. This shows that the redeemed believers will be refreshed with the living water of God’s Spirit, without thirst. Their souls will be soaked with the comfort and peace of the Lamb. On each side the river stands the tree of life, bearing the twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing for the nations. The tree of life represents Jesus from whom we will be nurtured with the abundant fruit of life. Jesus will feed us and nurture our souls with juicy fruits. This reminds us of the garden of Eden where Adam and Eve enjoyed abundant love of God in the paradise. God himself will wipe out our tears and touch our souls with his love. There will be no more sorrow or pain. We will see God and the Lamb face to face and worship him under his light of grace for ever and ever. We will reign with him for ever.

2. Behold, I am coming soon (7-17)

As an epilogue, Jesus keeps saying: Behold, I am coming soon. We must hold onto this hope and faithfully obey his word till he comes again. Jesus tells John not to seal up the prophecy of this book for the time is near. We must share this prophecy with others so that they can keep doing right and living a holy life before God. Jesus will come with great reward and those who live by faith in him will be blessed with eternal life, but those who are unfaithful to him will be thrown out into darkness. Truly Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the beginning and the End. He is the creator of the havens and the earth and all things in it. He will destroy the old heaven and the old earth with fire, and he will establish the new heaven and the new earth. We will live with him forever. We will shine like a sparkling jewel as the holy city, the new Jerusalem.

3. The final warning (18-21)

Jesus gives a stern warning against adding to or subtracting from this prophecy. Those who distort the truth of this prophecy will be plagued with God’s judgment. They will not participate in the blessed life with him. Throughout the history, so many false prophets have attempted to distort the truth of God by adding their versions of the word of God to the Bible or by revising the Bible to fit their own theology. For example, Koran revised the Bible to establish the line of Ishmael to suit their own ideas. Mormons added to the Bible their own version of prophecy. They seem to acknowledge the authenticity of the Bible, but they distort the truth completely. They are false gospels that can not save their followers. Many people knowingly or unknowingly dilute the true gospel by saying they have received the word from God  through visions, dreams and tongues, though God has spoken to us through his Son in the last days. (Hebrews 1:2). Therefore Satan will work powerfully through such visions and dreams to deceive the people who seek miraculous signs during the great tribulation. We must take Jesus’ warning to our hearts and we must be faithful to the word given to us through the Bible. 
