Revelation 21






the New Heaven and the New Earth (1)


The New Jerusalem
In the preceding chapters, we saw that Jesus returned and destroyed his arch-enemies who had fought against God’s salvation work and threw them into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. He judged all unbelievers and sentenced them into the lake of fire. At last he established the new heave and the new earth that he had prepared for so long since Adam had sinned. For this purpose, he called Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to lay a foundation of faith through which the messiah could be brought into this world to offer his life as a sacrifice for our sins. Satan has done everything to thwart God’s saving work, causing people to rebel against God and worship the devil. But God protects his people and redeemed them according to his purpose. In this chapter, God proclaims his victory and wipe the tears of his people. The New Jerusalem, a Holy City, is a beautiful description of the brides of the Lamb. 
1. The holy city, the New Jerusalem (1-8)
The old heaven and the old earth have been all destroyed. Jesus shows a new heaven and a new earth where everything was made brand new. The first heaven and the first earth had been filled with sin, darkness, curse, rebellion and death. We had suffered under the power of Satan. The old heaven and the old earth were wicked like a turbulent sea. Now all these were gone, and the new heaven and the new earth are created for God’s chosen people. All redeemed believers are shown coming down from heaven into the new heaven and the new earth as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband appears in the wedding hall. We are called a holy city, the New Jerusalem which is in stark contrast with the great city Babylon, the great prostitute. The believers had refused to bow down before the beast. They had suffered to keep their purity by following the Lamb faithfully. They are dressed with fine linen, shining dress of his righteousness. We can hear the applause all around the throne room, welcoming the brides.

God proclaims his final victory: Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people and God himself will be with them and be their God.

Since Adam sinned, we men had suffered, separate from our God, under the devil. God had been long-suffering. He had done everything to bring sinners back to him so that he can take care of us and live with us. In Genesis 17:7, God said: “I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.” God had offered his son as a sacrifice to forgive sinners and restore us back to the kingdom of God. At last the final victory has come. What a joy he must have! He wipes the tears from his children, comforting them and hugging them with big smiles. There will be no more pain, no more death or mourning or crying. He will give them the springs of the water of life. We will inherit the new heaven and the new earth. God will be our God and we will be his sons and daughters forever.  On the other hand, those who are unbelieving and committing adultery with the world will be thrown into the lake of fire.
2. The bride, the wife of the Lamb (9-27)

Many people interpret the New Jerusalem, the holy city as identical as the new heaven and the new earth. I believe that the new heaven and new earth, the home of the believers will be as beautiful as the New Jerusalem, decorated with precious jewels. However, the New Jerusalem shown here is the picture of the believers. It describes the characters and inner beauty of the true believers who are redeemed through the blood of the Lamb. 
The believers will shine with the glory of God like a sparkling like jewels. Like a city with high wall with twelve gates, the believers are secured with peace of God. That their names are written on the gates shows that they came through the gate of Jesus as his sheep. That their names are written on the twelve foundations shows that they had obeyed the word of Jesus and built their lives on it.
Next, the measurement of the city is 12,000 stadia in length, width and height. The wall is 144 cubits thick. All these numbers are composed of 12, God’s perfect and complete number. These numbers show that the perfect, complete number of God’s people is redeemed. No one lost and missed. All these numbers are identical with 144,000 redeemed. 

Third, the materials used for the city and wall are pure gold as transparent as glass, and jasper respectively. It shows that the redeemed believers are kings and righteous. The foundations are made of every kind of beautiful precious stones. They show the beauty of the believers’ inner characters. Some believers are like pure jasper while others like beautiful sapphire. Every believer is different from one another, but they are all beautiful flowers of different colors and scents. The twelve gates are made of twelve pearls, each of a single pearl. Pearl is said to be made out of sacrifice and trials. We are made out of sacrifice of Jesus.
Lastly, there is no temple in the city and there no longer needs the sun and the moon, because God himself is the temple and gives it light. The Lamb is its lamp. The believers of all nations will walk with like the kings with their glory and honor and splendors. They will worship freely with the gates always open. Their hearts will be always pure-no shame and deceit. In the temple of God, they will worship and praise, walking in glory forever. 

The New Jerusalem, the holy City reflects the characters and inner beauty of the redeemed believers. While living in this sin cursed world, we have struggled to overcome sinful desires and temptation, yet we often failed. But when the Lord comes again, we are all clothed with powerful, glorious, resurrection body. We will live with the Lord forever, without sin and shame any more. Praise the Lord for his infinite mercy for sinners.
