Revelation 20







The Seven Bowls (7)


Satan’s Doom and the Judgment Throne
In the preceding chapter, we saw Jesus come and destroy the beast and the false prophets with the sharp sword of his word. In this chapter, we will see Satan thrown into the lake of fire who gave them power to deceive the world. Finally we will also see all the unbelievers, dead or alive, stand at the judgment throne, and sentenced to the lake of fire. This will mark the end of the conflict between God and his enemy Satan before the establishing of the kingdom of God where all believers will live fore ever.
1. Satan was bound with chains for the thousand years (1-6)
This section is given to show us what has happened as a historical reference just as Jesus often showed us flashback in advance to help us understand the unfolding event that follows.  In this scene, an angle coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding a great chain is most likely Jesus himself because he has the keys of death and hades (1:18). He bound the Satan and threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it so that Satan might not deceive the nations for a thousand years.  
When did Jesus bound Satan in chain?  Why did he bound him?  Jude 6 says that the Lord has kept the fallen angels in darkness, bound with a great chains for judgment.  In Matthew 12:29, Jesus mentioned the necessity to bind the Satan before saving the sinners. “How can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.”  Jesus crushed and defeated Satan on the cross, and bind him, then he began to save peoples from all nations. Prior to the cross, Satan ruled the whole world and very few were saved. However, after the cross, Jesus began to save people in multitude. Unless the enemy of God was first bound, the unsaved people could not be delivered from his grip. Some people may wonder:  If Satan was bound, locked and sealed, why does he still prowls around like a roaring lion? (1Pet 5:8) Satan still rules the unsaved because they are in his house. But as long as salvation is concerned, Jesus can carry off the ones freely whom he wants to save. We need to listen to what God says rather than look around the situations. God’s word says that Jesus defeated his enemy and bound him to save his people (Heb2:14, Ge3:15). 
Satan has been bound for a thousand years until he is released for a short time just before Jesus comes again. The thousand years represent the period between the cross and the final tribulation. As we already studied, the revelation is replete with the numeric symbols. The thousand years represent God’s complete time of salvation (1,000 = 10x10x10).  After the thousand years, the Lord will release the Satan for a short time to begin his judgment. 1Peter 5:17 says that God’s judgment will start with the family of God. By releasing the Satan, the Lord will allow Satan to intensify his work against the churches. This period is called the final tribulation when the churches will go through intense attack by Satan. We have already studied the Satan’s activities in chapters 6, 9, 11 and 13. The final tribulation will last for a short time (13:5). In Matthew 24:22, Jesus says that God will shorten the time for the sake of elect. 
Jesus shows a heavenly scene of his faithful sitting on the thrones to reign with him during the thousand years. The believers will have resurrection souls the moment we believe in the Lord Jesus. This is called the first resurrection. In John 11:25-26 Jesus says: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  Jesus says: Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them. During the thousand years, we will be priests of God and reign with the Lord. What a blessed privilege to participate in salvation work of God!
2. Satan’s Doom(7-10)
This is the summary of Satan’s end-time activities after he is released from the Abyss.  He goes out to deceive all the nations and gather them for battle against God. They surround the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. Here the camp of God’s people is the churches where God’s people live. Here Gog and Magog represent the unsaved world, not just the modern political nations. This scene is very similar with that of Armageddon in the 6th bowl judgment. We have already studied Satan working hard through his agents of false Christ and false prophets in the chapters 6 through 19. As Jesus comes again, he destroys them all. This section shows the final doom of Satan, the enemy of God thrown into the lake of burning sulfur where he will be tormented day and night for ever, along with the false Christ and false prophets. The Satan’s doom will coincide with the destruction of his cohorts. Jesus would not wait for a thousand years after having destroyed the false Christ and the prophets. He will destroy them all as soon as he comes again.
3. The White Throne (11-14)

Finally God will sit at a great white throne and judge all the unbelievers. All the dead, great and small, stand before the throne. They will be judged according to what they have done on earth.  The great white throne represents the holy throne of God. All the sinful thoughts and activities of the unbelievers were recorded in the books and played out in the holy court of God. They will be judged, condemned and thrown into the lake of fire which is the second death. Those whose names are not written in the book of life will be tormented day and night for ever. This is the final destiny for all God’s enemies.
