Revelation 2







The Seven Churches (1)


Be Faithful to the Point of Death
In the first chapter, Jesus showed himself among the seven churches. He wants all the churches to know that he is with us and willing to go through the difficulty times with us. In the following chapters 2 and 3, he shows the various aspects of his mantle specific to the spiritual conditions of each church to correct, rebuke, and encourage them to overcome. Jesus said: I know your deeds; I know your afflictions; I know where you live. Like a good shepherd, he knows each church very well, and provides them with appropriate diagnosis, praises, and warnings. Through these letters to the seven churches, we can learn how we should be faithful to the Lord in the midst of trials; we can also understand how Satan will attack us in the time of tribulations.
1. The church in Ephesus (1-7)
Jesus shows himself walking and talking among the churches. He knows their spiritual conditions very closely and wants them to look up to him and listen to him, and find strength to overcome their sins. Jesus knows that they are hard working and persevering church. They have kept their sound doctrines and discerned false teachings. Jesus praises their hard working spirit. Yet Jesus points out their serious problem of forsaking their first love. It seems that their love for the Lord and each other becomes cold. They seem to work hard, not out of sincere love, but out of duty and habits. This problem is so serious that Jesus even threatens to remove their lampstand unless they repent. It means that the Lord would not be present among them and they would no longer work as God’s church. 
We don’t know how this hardworking church has forsaken their first love. However, we know by experience that we fall into this sin unless we fresh our love relationship with the Lord.  Jesus’ promise to give the right to eat from the tree of life implies that we should nurture our souls by meditating the word of God and praying to maintain fresh love relationship with him.
2. The church in Smyrna (8-11)
Jesus shows himself as a risen Lord who died and rose victoriously from the dead to encourage the suffering church in Smyrna. Jesus said: I know your affliction and poverty – yet you are rich! They must have been abused, accused falsely by the Jews; their houses and businesses must be confiscated. They have to go through such hardships to keep their Christian faith. Sometimes they must have felt pitiful. But Jesus told that they are rich spiritually. This church is quite opposite to the church in Laodicea that is materially affluent, but wretched and poor in the sight of God. Jesus does not promise to remove their hardships. He encourages them to be faithful, even to the point of death, promising the crown of life in the coming kingdom. Sometimes we wonder why God would not remove the sufferings from us. But the church in Smyrna teaches that God uses hardships and sufferings to refine our faith so we can be crowned in haven. We must look up to the Lord who is risen from the dead, crowned in victory. 
3. The church in Pergamum (12-17)
The word of God is active and sharper than the double-edged sword. The appearance of Jesus having the double-edged sword implies that his word penetrates to the souls and minds of the church. Nothing can be hidden from his presence. Jesus knows where they live, and he knows they remain true to him despite the hostile environment where Satan’s activities are rampant. Jesus also knows that some of the members hold to the teaching of Balaam and get involved in idol worship and sexual immorality. They are like the yeast in this faithful church. 
Idol worship and sexual immorality go hand in hand. If we do not worship God in our hearts, we worship materials or human beings or fill our hearts with sinful desires. Without God, we lose moral strength to resist sexual desires. Regardless of age or place we live in, pornography, sexual violation, adultery and ensuing divorce are prevalent. These trend shows the depraved minds of men and women with God. We can escape God’s judgment when we look up to a holy God and worship him with fear and trembling.
4. The church in Thyatira (18-29)
Jesus shows himself to be the one ready to judge and trample his enemies under his feet. His penetrating eyes are like a blazing fire and his feet like burnished bronze. The church in Thyatira is a freshly growing church with energy. Jesus knows their love and faith, and their energetic service. In the midst of growing church, Jesus’ eyes searches and finds the false prophetess, Jezebel, who misleads God’s servants into sin by her poisonous teachings. She is just like a Jezebel, the wife of king Ahab who led all Israelites to worship Baal.  She is also a foreshadow of the great prostitute in chapter 17 who intoxicates the whole world with her spiritual idolatry. To protect this church, Jesus threatens her and her followers to intense sufferings and death.  In the midst of fiery wrath, Jesus remembers his faithful and encourages them to hold on to their faith.

