Revelation 18







The Seven Bowls (3)


The Fall of Babylon
In the preceding chapter, the mystery of the great prostitute was exposed. The woman is an apostate church during the great tribulation. The woman is also called Babylon the great city who ruled the whole world with the spiritual idolatry. At its center, the great prostitute apostate church lies whom God hates most. This shows the whole picture of the woman that apostate church has become unfaithful and worldly. The fate of the apostate church coincides with that of Babylon the great city in chapter 18.

1. Fallen, fallen is Babylon (1-8)
Babylon has fallen with a mighty angel’s announcement: Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the great! This mighty angel looks most likely Jesus who has great authority in heaven and earth, whose splendor is illuminating the whole earth. The indictment of Babylon is centered around the fact that she has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit. This reminds us of Jesus’ warning that the abomination that causes desolation stands in the holy place. The apostate church became a throne of the beast, killing the true believers with its false teachings. All the nations have drunk her maddening wine of her adultery. The kings of the world committed adultery with her and the merchants of the earth fed on her luxurious materialism. She was blessed with God’s abundant blessings, but became proud, prostituting herself with the kings and merchants of the world. As a result, she was destroyed and consumed by fire in an hour. What a misery she invites upon herself! God warns all of us to come out of her so that we may not share her misery.
2. The fate of the kings and the merchants (9-20)

When the kings of the earth and the merchants see the fall of Babylon, they are terrified at her torment. They cry, standing far off. “Woe! Woe, O great city!”  The lists of the commodities the merchants sold are interesting: gold, silver, precious stones represent the kingly appearances; while wine, olive oil, flour and wheat represent the offerings for worship. The merchants sold these items to the apostate church for her decoration and false worship. The merchants and the sea captains profited from the apostate church and trading them and killing the souls and bodies of men. This shows how much the apostate church became materialistic and worldly with concern for salvation of souls. They are terrified when they see the fall of Babylon. We must focus our ministry on the saving of souls.
3. No more music; no more light (21-24)
The great city Babylon is thrown down and never to be found again. There is no more music, no more light shining. No more voice of bridegroom and bride because in the apostate church the true believers were killed. Babylon was judged for her sins and destroyed completely. Unitl now the world enticed the believers, and persecuted and killed them ruthlessly. They deserved the final destruction from the lamb. Why should we envy the world if this is the final destiny of them!

