Revelation 17







The Seven Bowls (2)


Babyon The Great Prostitute
The seven bowls judgments ended in the preceding chapter.  The following chapters 17-18 expand on the great city Babylon - the great prostitute and her destruction.  The chapters 19 and 20 display the coming of the Lord Jesus and the destruction of the archenemies of God – the beasts, the false prophets and the devil, and the final judgment. 
In this chapter, Jesus exposes the true nature of the great prostitute and her relationship with the beast and her demise. There are many interpretations about the great prostitute. However, the chapters 16 and 23 of Ezkiel reveal plainly that the great prostitute is the unfaithful apostate church, which is directly opposed to the faithful church, the new Jerusalem, described in the chapter 21.

1. The great prostitute (1-6)
The great prostitute was described as sitting on many waters.  This shows that she influenced the whole world through her adultery (15).  With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adultery (2). Here the kings of the earth represent the powerful kings, rulers, and leaders in many areas of the world affairs. They committed spiritual adultery with her and all the people in the world were intoxicated with her adulterous influence.

How did she committed such a horrible sin? The angel showed her in the desert, sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.  The desert represents the world. The beast represents the kingdom of Satan who claims himself to be a god through his powerful rulers and leaders. We will study more detail interpretation of the seven heads and ten horns later. The fact that the great prostitute was sitting on a scarlet beast shows that she was collaborating with the Satan’s kingdom to intoxicate the people in the world with spiritual adultery.
The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, which are royal colors. She was also glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. These jewels are used to describe the characters of the pure brides of the Lord Jesus in chapter 21. This shows that the woman used to be a pure bride and beautiful queen to the Lord Jesus our bridegroom (18:7, Ezk16:11-13). However, she became unfaithful to the Lord and committed adultery with the powerful ruler and leaders. This shows that during the great tribulation, the church becomes apostate, rejecting the true word of God (the 3rd seal). She adopts the false gospels that Satan brings through the false prophets (chp. 13), causing the people to worship idols rather than the true God.

These days many churches and denominations have adopted as acceptable in their constitutions homosexual priests, divorce, abortion and so on. Satan works through the powerful ministers and leaders to reject the truth and accept the deceptive teachings of his own. What would they teach and what would happen to the congregation under such leaders?  That the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints (6) means that many congregations are spiritually murdered by their false teachings. The reason John was greatly astonished was that he never imagined that the churches whom he loved turned into a murderous prostitute. What a horrible thing that once a pure bride of the Lord has turned to the great prostitute!
The title on the forehead of the woman - Babylon reveals her collaboration with the Satan. Babylon is a symbol of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-15) who promotes man-centered gospels. The first city the wicked men built after the flood of Noah was also Babylon where they built the babel tower to oppose God’s will and make their name. The apostate church becomes worldly. The world and the apostate church became synonym. These days we see the churches adopt the worldly teachings and worldly manners instead of influencing the world. This is a sure sign that we are in the great tribulation.   

2. The seven heads and ten horns (7-18)

 Jesus continues to unveil the true nature of the beast who once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. We have already studied this beast from the seals judgments through the bowls judgments. He represents the kingdoms of Satan who was bound, locked and sealed by Christ, but will come to attack the true believers relentlessly during the great tribulation as he is released from the Abyss. But his rule will be short-lived. He will be destroyed by the return of Christ. The people of the world will be astonished because they could do whatever they desire without constraints. Until now, they are constrained under the preaching of the gospel. As the false gospels become rampant, they will enjoy their wickedness as much as they wish.

Jesus exposes the mystery of the seven heads and ten horns, which are the prominent attributes of Satan. The seven heads are seven hills. Hills or mountains in the prophecy represent the kingdoms. Therefore the seven heads symbolize the kingdoms of Satan. Babylon, Persia, Greece in Daniel 7 describe the characteristics of the kingdom of Satan while the terrifying kingdom with ten horns represents the rule of the kingdom of Satan during the great tribulation. The seven heads are also seven kings who rule the kingdoms of Satan at the peak. Like king Nebuchadnezzar is a symbol of Satan in Isaiah 14:13. Jesus says that five kings have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, but when he does come, he must remain for a little while. The five kings may include the prominent kings of the kingdoms mentioned in Daniel 7-11 - Babylon, Persia, Greece, Egypt (king of the South) and Syria (King of the North). The current king may be the defeated one throughout the church age. The last king who did not come yet is identified with the beast who emerges during the great tribulation. He belongs to the seventh kingdom. Daniel 7:8 and 24 indicates that he would subdue 3 kings out of 10 kings and emerges as a powerful kings. So he is also called the 8th king, who is called “a little horn” in Daniel. These kings represent the rule of Satan in each kingdom. Like king Nebuchadnezzar, Satan ruled with absolute power and authority in the time of Babylon. In the same way, the beast, “a little horn” will rule the people during the great tribulation with terrifying and frightening power. 
The ten horns represent the ten kings. Unlike the seven heads, they would not have kingdoms of their own. They would receive authority as kings along with the beast for a short time. Their jobs are to assist and support the beast to consolidate the power. The beast will use their support to attack God’s church fiercely and engage spiritual warfare againt Christ. We already saw their evil activities in chapter 13, and they gathered at Armageddon for the final battle in the 6th bowl judgment. Christ will destroy them as he returns in chapter 19. 

Until now the beast and the ten kings have carried the great prostitute on their backs. The great prostitute seems to have enjoyed their services, committing spiritual adultery with them. But in fact the beast deceives her and brings her to ruin. He will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. It’s like a story of a crocodile who carries a frog across the river and eats him before the frog jumps to the other shore. Both of them deceives and be deceived. This shows that the apostate church listens to the false gospels by the beast, rejecting God and worshiping Satan. But the final consequence of it is self-destruction and self-deception. The beast has been destroying the church and brings the final judgment upon herself. 

The great prostitute is called the great city that rules over the kings of the earth. We saw the visit of Pope this week. We see so many kings and the presidents bow down to him. Though he does not have visible kingdoms, he rules the kings of the earth. No wonder many people think the great prostitute is Catholic pope. However, as we studied Ezekiel 16, the great prostitute points to the apostate church who rejects the true husband Christ, but worships Satan, following the false teachings. In this way world religions lead the people to commit spiritual idolatry. See how much religions influence the mankind in every area of human life – politically, culturally and economically etc. It is mostly like the great prostitute represent the apostate church, covering all religions of the world.  
