Revelation 15-16






The Bowls Judgments (1) 


The Seven Bowls Judgments
In the previous chapter, we saw the believers were harvested/raptured  by the Lord and wrath of God upon the unbelievers was announced. The chapters 15-16 expand on it with the seven bowls judgments. The following chapters 17-20 will further expand the destruction of the world and the final defeat of  the archenemies of God –the dragon, the beasts and the false prophets– by the Lord himself.  Then the final judgment throne will be opened.  We will see how terrible judgments the unbelieving world will experience as a result of their rebellion and wickedness. People must know what the consequences of rejecting the gospel of the Lord will be. I believe that these are the events taking place on the last day of the Lord. When we stand at the brink of eternal divide, we will understand no sacrifice is too costly. 
1.  The song of Moses, the song of the Lamb (15:1-8)

The 7th trumpet announced in chapter 11 encompasses the seven bowls judgments that will be taking place soon and that will complete the wrath of God. The Lord shows the heavenly scene of the redeemed believers who sing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb. The sea of glass mixed with fire represent the wrath of God ready to pour out on the unbelieving world. It also reminds of the Israelites who crossed the red sea and stood on the other side of the sea, singing the song of Moses in Exodus 15 while watching their enemies drowning in the sea. How victorious and thrilling it must have been. Remembering all the suffering in Egypt under their task masters, they praised God whose ways were just and true. In the same way, the believers who have overcome the horrible persecutions under the tyranny of the beasts will join the song of victory and redemption. On that day, all the redeemed believers –of the old and the new testaments –will praise the Lord with shout of victory and thanksgiving.
As the temple of the tabernacle opens, the seven angels with the seven bowls filled with the wrath of God, dressed in clean, shining linen with golden sashes. The temple is filled with smoke and no one can enter it until the bowls judgments are completed. This shows that the Lord is determined to complete his righteous acts of judgments upon this unbelieving world. How long and patiently he has been waiting to save them even sacrificing his own son!  Those who reject the mercy of God will invite upon themselves his righteous judgment in the end.
2. The seven bowls judgments (16:1-21)

Until now, we saw the heavenly bodies shaken in the 6th seal, and all the believers raptured in chapter 14. This is the last day of the Lord – the day of vengeance. These events will take place physically in rapid succession. 2Peter3:10 says: “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”  However, we cannot undermine the spiritual pain and agony the unbelieving world will experience under such catastrophic disasters. This is the prelude to the eternal hell.
At the 1st bowl judgment, ugly and painful sores break out on the unbelievers. At the 2nd bowl judgment, the sea turns into blood and everything in it dies. At the 3rd bowl judgment, the rivers and springs of water become blood. People experience death pain and agonize everywhere.  We may wonder God seems so ruthless and his judgments are too harsh. But they receive what they have done to God and his people. God’s judgments are true and just. How they blasphemed God and persecuted his people! 
As the 4th bowls judgment pours out on the sun, people are scorched and seared by the intense heat. With the blazing fire from the sun, the element of the earth are being melted and the people are scorched like a meat in the oven. What a horrible experience! But they still do not repent and glorify God.

At the 5th bowls judgment, the Lord closes in the control center of the archenemy and his kingdom is plunged into darkness. The governments of the world become totally chaotic, unable to do anything as we see in the movie. It is an inferno! People gnaw their tongues in agony because of the increasing pains and their sores. Probably Jesus meant this when he says: there will be eternal fire where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. However, they are still defiant, refusing to repent. They get what they deserve.
At the 6th bowl judgment, the Lord pours his wrath upon the great river Euphrates, drying its water as a preparation for his coming to finish off his archenemies. In defiance, the devil and his cohorts go out and persuade the kings of the whole world for the final battle against the Lord himself. This is so called Armageddon, which means “Mt. Slaughter.”  Their sins are so defiant and so wicked that they are ripe for slaughter. Wherever they are, the Lord will strike down all the nations. He will devour his enemies with fire and throw them into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. These events will be further expanded in chapters 19-20.

At the 7th and final bowl judgment, a loud voice from the throne says: “It is done!”  With this, the whole history of rebellion and wickedness by God’s enemies ends. The new beginning of God’s history starts. What a glorious moment it is! The great city of rebellion –Babylon –split into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapse. Every mountain and island flee away, with the hailstones of 100 pounds falling upon the sinners.

This event will be further expanded in the following chapters 17-18. 
In summary, these bowls judgments show the final wrath of God upon those who have rebelled and rejected his plea for repentance. Their reactions show how wicked they are and how just God’s judgments are. God will destroy the world and his enemies on the last day prior to establishing the new heaven and new earth where we will live with him forever. 
