Revelation 14







The Seven Trumpets (6)


The Harvest of the Earth
In the preceding chapter, Jesus shows the time of great tribulation when the believers must go through. Satan will attack the churches from the inside and out. The false Christ will blaspheme God and slander the believers while the false prophets deceive the believers with the false gospels in the churches. It would be a terrible time for us. Jesus said in Matthew 24:22 that no one would survive unless God shortens those days. In chapter 14, Jesus shows the heavenly scene of the redeemed believers to encourage those who are going through the tribulation. He also warns the people by announcing the impending judgments upon those who follow the beasts. Finally he shows the final harvests of the believers and the unbelievers that will take place when our Lord Jesus comes again.
1. The Lamb and the 144,000 (14:1-4)
Jesus shows himself standing with the 144,000 redeemed believers on Mt. Zion. Some people misunderstand Mt. Zion for a mountain in Jerusalem. However, Mt. Zion here represents the heavenly Jerusalem (Heb12:22). The redeemed believers are singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and elders. A new song is a redemption song that the redeemed believers offer praise and thanks to the Lord for their redemption as in 5:9. They sing so powerfully and joyfully that it sounds like the roar of rushing waters and the melody of harpists. Jesus shows this heavenly scene to encourage the believers who are going through a terrible time to endure. Those who do not compromise with the teachings of the world and keep their hearts pure and faithful to our shepherd Jesus will participate in the grand singing in heaven.   

2. The announcements of impending judgments (14:6-13)
While encouraging the believers, Jesus sends three angels to announce the rapidly approaching judgments before the final harvest of the earth. This would be the final warning to those who put their hope in this world rather than God.  The first angel announces the judgment and warns all peoples to fear and worship God who is the creator of all things. The second angel announces the fall of Babylon the great, which we will study in detail in chapters 17-18. It is a destruction of the kingdom of this world that worships other than God himself. The third angel announces the cup of God’s fearful wrath upon those who follow the false Christ and false prophets. They will be tormented with the burning sulfur for ever, and there is no rest day or night. 

On the other hand, those who are faithful to the Lord will find blessed rest in heaven, though they suffer in the world. All men toil and live restless wandering life since Adam sinned. We taste a glimpse of rest by keeping the Sabbath day holy. But we will enter into eternal rest in haven with the Lord of the Sabbath. But those who reject the Lord Jesus will not know rest; they will be tormented day and night for ever.
3. The harvest of the earth (14:14-20)
After the stern announcement of judgment and encouragement of blessed rest, the harvest of the earth is executed in two forms: the first for the believers and the other for the unbelievers. The fact that the harvest of the earth (or grapes) is ripe shows that God will harvest the earth when the sins of the people have reached its full measure (Gen15:16). The one seated on a white cloud, one “like a son of man” with a crown of gold and a sharp sickle is the Lord Jesus himself.  This scene reminds us of the promise of the Lord in Matthew 24:30-31. Jesus will come on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory, and send his angels with a loud trumpet call to gather his elect from the four corners of the earth.  All believers will meet the Lord in air while the unbelievers watching and mourning. The believers’ “rapture” will take place at the last 7th trumpet call of God (1The4:16, 1Cor15:22). Because of this glorious hope, we can endure times of trials and tribulations patiently, with our heads high.
The scene describes the harvest of the unbelievers. The clusters of grapes are gathered and thrown into the great winepress of God’s wrath. They are trampled in the winepress outside the city of God. The unbelievers will be thrown into the darkness where there  will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Blood rising for a distance of 1,600 (=40x40) stadia symbolizes the extreme torment they will experience in hell. Those who reject the blood of Jesus for their sins will face a terrible judgment when the Lord Jesus comes with the trumpet call of God. The horror of the judgment upon the unbelievers will be further detailed in the following chapters 15-20 – the seven bowls judgments with the culminating white throne judgment. 
