Revelation 13






The Trumpets Judgments (5) 


The Beast Makes War Against The Saints
In the last chapter 12, we studied the flashback of the spiritual struggle between Christ and Satan.  Since Adam sinned, Satan has ruled mankind as the prince of this world. But Jesus came and defeated him through his death on the cross and resurrection. Satan was hurled down to the earth and was not allowed to enter into the court of God. The spiritual battle in heaven ended with Christ’s victory. He has been bound, defeated and locked so that God can deliver his people from the bondage.  However, it is God’s plan to release him and allow him to deceive the world just before the return of Christ. The great tribulation coincides with the release of Satan when sin will rampant while the believers will undergo horrible times. This chapter will focus on the Satan’s activities during the great tribulation. 
1. The beast out of the sea (1-10) 
 Jesus shows us the beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, and on each head a blasphemous name. There are many interpretations as to the beast. Some people think the beast is Roman empire, while others think he is the future one world government leader.  However, Daniel 7 shows that the beast represents the kingdom. The attributes of the beast - seven heads and ten horns – are the same as the Satan described in the previous chapter (12:3). Only the crowns are moved to the ten horns that will arise out of the fourth kingdom in Daniel 7 that will be destroyed by the return of Christ. Therefore, the beast represents the kingdom of Satan that operates during the great tribulation. 
The beast resembles a leopard with feet of a bear and a mouth of a lion. In Daniel 7, a lion represents the first beast, a bear the 2nd beast while a leopard the 3rd beast. The fourth beast – terrifying and frightening and very powerful – emerges with the combination of all the former three beasts. Satan empowers the beast with power and great authority.
That one of the heads had a fatal wound indicates that the kingdom of Satan has been powerless since he was defeated by Christ on the cross till prior to the great tribulation. That his fatal wound is healed shows that Satan is released and is gaining his power. As a result, men worship Satan and admire Satan’s teachings. The great tribulation will be represented with the rampant sins.
The beast is given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for 42 months. He will blaspheme God and slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. He will make war against the saints and to conquer them. This shows that during great tribulation, people will discredit God and slander God’s name and his church. Men will intensify attacks against the believers. These attacks may come in a form of restricting witnessing or worship, or legalizing the sinful activities. Daniel 7:34 says that the beast will try to change God’s laws and set times. We can see divorce, abortion and homosexual activities are rampant and people accept such sins as normal. Even many denominations and churches accept such as normal. We can see Satan works powerfully even in churches. This way the true gospel is silenced as though the saints were killed. The whole world will be under the intense power of Satan. This is the way the kingdom of Satan will silence the gospel and the salvation of souls will be rarer and rarer. Thos who are destined to death will go their ways. The true believers must endure patiently and must be faithful to the truth.
2. The beast out of the earth (11-18)

Jesus shows another beast coming out of the earth. He has two horns like a lamb, but he speaks like a dragon. We can quickly understand that this beast is the false prophets or teachers. He looks like a lamb of God. He teaches and ministers the church. But in fact he teaches the false gospels and teachings using the Bible. He is masquerading like a minister of light. The false prophets will destroy the church by teaching the false gospels. They will perform great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men. By miraculous signs, they will deceive the people who put hope in this world and lead them to worship Satan in fact. 
Setting up an image or giving breath to the image of the beast most likely mean that Satan will raise up many active false prophets in the churches all over the world to teach false teachings. Thus the true believers will be driven out from the church and the true gospel will be silenced. People will be indoctrinated with false teachings in their minds and daily life. No one will teach the true gospel. Only false gospels will be taught, removing the salvation from the people. The great tribulation will be marked with deception and false teachings. Those who believe such false teachings will in fact worship Satan, though they think they worship God. The same events are described in 2Thes2:3-11 and Matthew24:15-25.  This will be a horrible time for the believers. The church we love will worship Satan and many beloved ones will accept strongly the false teachings as though the true gospel. Those who hold to the true gospel will be regarded as fanatic or stubborn and will be silenced. What a terrible time! 

Many people interpret the number of the beast 666 as though it points to anti-Christ, a person. The number of the beast is man’s number, which is 666. Man’s number is 6. Man was created on the 6th day. The number 6 is deficient of the number 7, the perfect number. There multiple 666 is the number of deception. When the false prophets and anti-christs pretend like God himself, they are deceiving the people. Therefore the number 666 reveals the deception of the false prophets during the great tribulation.
The church will be attacked from inside and out during the great tribulation. The churches all over the world will become apostate and destroyed by the Satan’s kingdom with the flood of the false teachings and deceptions. We must be faithful to the word of God and obey the truth.
