Revelation 12






The Trumpets Judgments (4) 


The Great Dragon Was Hurled Down
We have already studied the great tribulation from chapter 9 through 11. Jesus expands further on the great tribulation in chapters 12-14, exposing the archenemy Satan behind all evil activities. In chapter 12, as a flashback in history, Jesus shows us how he had defeated Satan on the cross to save his people. In Chapter 13, he shows how the Satan will intensify his attacks on the church from inside and out to silence the true witnessing. In chapter 14, Jesus encourages us by showing the heavenly blessedness of the believers. He shows us the final harvests of the believers and the unbelievers. Most likely it is the time the believers will rapture.
1. The woman and the dragon (1-6) 
Jesus begins a flashback by showing the two signs in heaven: One for the pregnant woman, and the other is an enormous red dragon. The pregnant woman is clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on hear head. The sun symbolizes the righteousness of the Son. The moon reflects the sun’s light, symbolizing the God’s grace or God’s words. The twelve stars represent the twelve tribes of Israel. This sign reminds us of the dream Joseph had in Canaan in Genesis 37:9. The sun and the moon and the eleven stars were bowing down before his star. This woman represents the spiritual Israel, at this point of time, the true believers in the Old Testament whose mission was to deliver the messiah. Next, an enormous red dragon represents the Satan. Red symbolizes his sinfulness or wickedness. The seven heads symbolize the kingdoms of Satan, and ten horns symbolize Satan’s rule during the great tribulation. That the seven crowns on his seven heads indicates the Satan’s rule before the great tribulation. The detailed interpretation of the seven heads and ten horns is given in chapter 17:9-12.  His tail swept the third of the stars out of the sky represents that Satan makes Israel, God’s church in the Old Testament apostate through the false prophets. 

The dragon wanted to devour the child the moment he is born, but the child is snatched up to God and the woman is protected. Of course the male child is Christ who rules all the nations with an iron scepter as in Psalm 2:9.  It reminds us of the king Herod who tried to kill the baby Jesus. However, this event covers the whole ministry of Jesus on earth. Satan wanted to stop Jesus’ salvation work at any opportune times: He tempted Jesus before the public ministry. He wanted to stop Jesus from going up to Jerusalem through Peter. He tried all the more to tempt Jesus to come down from the cross by mocking him. Satan has done everything in vain to stop Jesus from becoming Christ. But Jesus crushed him to pieces through his death and resurrection and ascended to heaven, becoming the king of kings.
2. The spiritual war in heaven (7-12)

 The spiritual warfare in heaven, I think, was fought while Jesus was engaging his ministry on earth. This spiritual warfare reminds us of the angel who was detained by the prince of Persia for 21 days in Daniel 10:13.  But the Satan could not match Michael and his angels. He was hurled down to the earth. He was defeated and driven out from heaven. This happened on the cross. Jesus crushed him to pieces (Gen3:15).  Hebrew 2:14 says that Satan was destroyed by Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins. Revelation 20:1-3 expresses this event as Satan being bound, locked and sealed in Abyss. Through the cross of Jesus, the victory was secured. The spiritual war in heaven was ended with Christ’s victory. Therefore, Jesus said in Matthew 28:18, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me, therefore go and make disciples of all nations.”  Now that by faith in the name of Jesus, we can trample over snakes and scorpions (Luke10:18). Satan used to accuse God’s people in the heavenly court as we see in Job 1, but no more. By faith in the blood of the Lamb and by the word of testimony, we can overcome Satan. Therefore heaven sings in a loud voice: Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.
3. The dragon chases after the woman (13-17)

The woman, the true believers are protected securely, just like God had carried Israelites on eagle’s wings in the wilderness (Exodus19:3). She would be taken care of a time, times and half a time out of a serpent’s reach.  A time, times, and half a time is also said to be 1260 days. This time period covers the whole New Testament period (11:3). During this time, Satan tries in vain to devour the true believers by spewing water like a river. God provides the true believers with the living water, which is the gospel. The true believers are secure, though Satan tries to kill them with the poisonous water of the false gospels (Mark 16:18, Jeremiah 9:15).  This is another picture of the true believers sealed with God’s seal of the Holy Spirit. 
