Revelation 9






the Trumpets Judgments (3) 


You Must Prophesy Again
In the last chapter, we saw that Satan attacks the church and finishes off its life line as a salvation institute. These events are coincided with the release of Satan just before the coming of the Lord. During this great tribulation, the true believers must go through very difficult times. The church they have served turn to apostate: They hear the diluted gospel messages and people’s lives are no better than the unbelievers. The church has lost the saving power and zeal. Though they worship as usual, they do not worship God whom they worshiped before. The churches all over the world have become like the church of Sardis. The chapters 10-11 are given to encourage them to persevere between the 6th and 7th trumpet judgments. These chapters are written from the viewpoint of the true believers.
1. The mighty angel and the little scroll (10:1-11) 
Jesus shows himself a mighty angel, robed in cloud with a rainbow above his head; his face shines like a brilliant sun and his legs are like the pillar of fire. This appearance of Jesus reminds us of his promise that he would come in a cloud. The rainbow shows his mercy and grace; His legs like a fiery pillar remind us that he led Israelites with the pillar of fire and pillar of cloud. All these appearances show that he is ready to come to his suffering people to show his mercy and protect them with his mighty power. His feet planted on the sea and the land, and his loud shout like the roar of a lion show that he is in firm control over all the events. Though the world events seem driven by his enemies, he wants to show his people that he is sovereign God. His voices of seven thunders indicate his irresistible power and authority. 
The reason John is told to not write down is that the message is given him personally to strengthen him as he saw the terrible tribulation. 2Corithian12:4 show that the Lord also gave Paul the view of heaven personally to strengthen him while he was going through terrible persecutions. The Lord swear by God the creator, saying that there would be no more delay, and the mystery of God will be accomplished in the days when the 7th trumpet sounds. Then God tells John to go take the scroll from the Lord and eat it. He is commanded to prophesy again about all peoples. Through this, the Lord wants to teach us what we must do during the great tribulation.
When John eats the scroll, it tastes as sweet as honey in his mouth, but his stomach turns sour. The little scroll indicates God’s specific message for a specific time and people not like the scroll the Lord received from God, which covers the whole plan of God’s salvation and judgment for the world. The fact that his stomach turns sour indicates that it is about the impending judgment. The Lord wants him to prophesy about the rapidly approaching judgment upon all the peoples. Always delivering the message of judgment is not pleasant task, but absolutely necessary. The more detail on this task is mentioned in the following chapter.
2. The two witnesses (11:1-14)

The Lord tells John to go measure the temple of God and the altar, and count the worshippers, but exclude the outer court because it is given to the Gentiles. Here the temple of God and the altar that are in the inner court imply the true believers, while the outer court implies the unbelievers in the church. Measuring the believers shows that God is assessing and evaluating his people - their wellbeing and spiritual growth. Counting the believers shows that he is reviewing that all his elect, 144,000 are saved who are sealed with the seal of God. Until then, he will continue to build the temple of God by preaching the word of God. Therefore measuring and counting his people show God’s intense desire of saving his people till the full number is saved.

The Lord reminds that he allowed apostate church to be trampled under the unbelievers or fake believers for 42 months (13:5). We will study more on this in chapter 13. The Lord also wants us to know that he has given power to witness for 1260 days in sack-cloth. 1260 days implies in general the New Testament age, or it could mean specifically during the great tribulation. Here two witnesses – two olive tress and two lampstands - represent the church in the NT age (1:20) or the true believers during the great tribulation. In Zechariah 4, the two olive trees symbolize the believers who are anointed by the Holy Spirit to serve the Lord. That they preach in sack-cloth implies that we must witness humbly and preach the message of judgment with sorrow when the message is not heeded. 

The Lord promised to protect them absolutely. He says that if anyone tries to harm them, fire comes and devours their enemies. He stresses that he gives power to the believers who are witnessing. They are given power to shut up the sky like Elijah did, power to turn the water into blood like Moses did. Because of these events, many people erroneously think Moses and Elijah will come and preach with power during the great tribulation. It is clear from the passage that the two witnesses are the church in general, especially the true believers in view. Jesus wants his church to preach the gospel to the end. For this task, he promised to empower us with the Holy Spirit. In Acts 1:8, he said: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses to Jerusalem, all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

When the church completes its mission, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack and overpower them. How would that happen? Satan will attack the church from within and out when the church becomes apostate, rejecting the Lord and his gospel. The great city –Jerusalem that represents the church– has become like a wicked city Sodom and Egypt. When the church is filled with the human teachings and worldliness, the true gospel witness is silenced as though the true believers were killed. Though they seemingly worship God, there is no salvation. It is a sorrowful day for all people. However, the fake believers in the church will rejoice when they no longer hear the message of judgments by the true believers.

The Lord shows how he will raise the true believers up from the dead by breathing into them the breath of life, calling them, “Come up here!”  They go up to heaven in a cloud while their enemies look on. This event reminds us of the rapture the Lord promised to his disciples when he went up to heaven. Jesus shows this rapture scene to encourage his believers that we will meet the Lord in the air. (1Thes4:16). Though they suffer in the midst of the fake believers in the church, their end will be glorious. Those who reject the Lord and compromise with the world will be terrified when they are left behind. That a tenth of the city is collapsed and seven thousand people are killed is a signal to the destruction of the apostate church. What a horrible message to those who follow the beast!

3. The seventh trumpet (11:15-19)

The seventh trumpet is the final trumpet judgment that covers the following seven bowls judgments upon the whole world and the beasts, false prophets and Satan. This section announces the coming of the kingdom of God and the judgments upon all is enemies while the Lord will reward his true believers. The fact that the temple of God in heaven and the ark of his covenant are shown is that all this mystery of God is carried upon according to his covenant. Thank God for his sovereign rule with the twenty four elders and his angels in heaven.        
