Revelation 1








       Introduction

Jesus among the Seven Churches

1. The Revelation Of Jesus Christ (1-3)
The Revelation is meant to unveil or expose what is sealed or hidden.  God’s world salvation plan - especially the end-time plan - was designed and hidden in the Scriptures. God’s end-time plan can be found in the teachings of Jesus in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21, as well as in the Old Testament prophecies such as Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah and Isaiah. Jesus reveals his hidden plans further to John and to us in the book of revelation. Jesus reveals how he would carry out his salvation plan – judgment, redemption and the final kingdom of God. Though the devil and his cohorts oppose his salvation plan, Jesus will defeat them and establish his kingdom of God triumphantly. Just like in other scriptures, Jesus is the central theme, and main actor.
2. Jesus, the ruler of the kings of the earth (4-8)
In his doxology, John depicts Jesus as the king who came to witness the Father faithfully, died for our sins and rose from the dead and was exalted to the highest place. He is the king of kings and the lord of lords. Through his death and resurrection, he forgives us and set us free from sin. He has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve God.  In Exodus 19:6, Israel was called the kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  In 1Pet2:9, the believers are called ‘a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.’  Not only God saves us, but also he wants us to represent the kingdom of God on earth and participate in his salvation work as priests. We are called to preach the word of God and pray faithfully for the saving souls. Because of this role, the devil constantly attacks the believers. But we must be faithful to our king Jesus.
3. Jesus among the seven churches (9-16)

This revelation was given to John while he was on exile because of his faithful witness to the Lord.  Jesus is called ‘someone like a son of man’ who was described in Dan 7:13 as the one coming with the clouds of heaven with authority and sovereign power to establish the everlasting kingdom. His robe reaching down to his feet and a golden sash around his chest shows his priestly role. His white hair, blazing eyes, glowing feet, irresistible voice, sharp double-edged sword of mouth and shining face reveal his kingly characters.  His appearance stresses that he is willing to pray and advocate his people while ready to crush his enemies under his feet. In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus says: ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me, therefore go and make disciples of all nations…’  and he also promised: ‘I am with you always to the very end of the age.’ The fact that Jesus is among the seven churches shows that he is with us and ready to encourage, rebuke and strengthen us as we serve him. Especially his presence among the believers will give us great encouragement as we go through the time of tribulation.
4. Interpretation of the mystery (19-20)  
As Jesus gives the meanings of the seven stars and seven golden lampstands, he calls it ‘mystery.’  Paul used the same term ‘mystery’ for the gospel. In Romans 16:25-26, he called his gospel ‘mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known…’ The revelation uses various symbols such as the beasts, women, hails, colors, and numbers and so on. These symbols, however, were not used independently in the revelation alone. God uses the symbols and terminology consistently in the whole Bible. Therefore, just like any other scripture study, we need to search the other scriptures and understand how they were used to convey the message of God, instead of our own speculation and guesses.  May God bless us abundantly as we study prayerfully.
