The Fall of Jerusalem

Jeremiah 38-39

Key vs. 39:6-7 “There at Riblah the king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes and also killed all the nobles of Judah. Then he put out Zedekiah's eyes and bound him with bronze shackles to take him to Babylon.”
1. Read  vs. 38:1-6.  What is the consistent message Jeremiah delivered to the people of Jerusalem? (2,3)  How do the officials feel about his message and what do they propose to the king concerning Jeremiah? (4)  What does the king’s answer show his weakness? (5)  How do they execute their plot against Jeremiah? (6, Lam3:52-54) 
2. Read vs. 7-13. Who came to rescue Jeremiah in this critical time? (7) How does he appeal to the king? (9) What does the king tell him to do? (10)  How does he rescue Jeremiah? (11-13)  What can we learn from it that God saves Jeremiah  through a Cushite?

3. Read vs. 14-28. Why does the king send for Jeremiah privately? (14)  How does the king assure Jeremiah that his life would be spared? (15,16)  What is Jeremiah’s consistent message to the king? (17,18)  How does Jeremiah tell him to obey the Lord? (20) Why is the king so fearful of the officials who misled him? (22-28)  How can we overcome the fear of men? (Mt10:28)
4. Read vs. 39:1-10.  After a long siege, the wall was broken through. (1-3)  What do the king and the soldiers attempt to do in vain? (4,5)  How does the king of Babylon punish the king and the nobles of Judah? (6,7)  How do they destroy Jerusalem and take the people into exile? (8,9) Who is left behind in the land of Judah? How is the word of God completely fulfilled?

5. Read vs. 11-18. How does the king of Babylon treat Jeremiah? (12) How does God treat the Cushite who trusted in God and rescued Jeremiah? (17,18)  What can we learn about God’s righteous judgment?   
