Return, Faithless People

Jeremiah 3-4

Key vs. 3:14 "Return, faithless people," declares the LORD, "for I am your husband. I will choose you—one from a town and two from a clan—and bring you to Zion.”
1. Read vs. 3:1-11. How does God compare spiritual idoltry with prostituion of a divorced wife? (1, Deut 24:1-4)  How did Israel defile the holy land and bring a destruction to herslef? (6-8)  Knowing the fate of Israel’s idoltry, how does Judah respond to God? (9,11)

2.  Read vs. 12-18. How does God call his people to repentance? (12,14,22)  How does he promise to welcome them?  What does it show about God’s heart that when he says ‘I am your husband’? (14)  What does he promise to his remanants? (14,15,18)  What does God anticipate when he says of “shepherds after my own heart” and “all nations will honor the name of the Lord.” (15,17)

3. Read vs. 19-25. How does God express his disappointment? (19-21)  How does he wish his unfaithful wife to repent and return to him? (22-25)  How important it is to acknowledge our sins and confess that God is Lord? (13,25, 22,23)  Read vs. 4:1-4. How can we truthfully repent? (1,3,4)  What does it mean to circumcise our hearts? 

4. Read vs. 5-18. How does God execute his judgment upon his people? (6,11,16,39:1)  How would the people react to God’s judgment? (9) How did the false prophets to say ‘peace, peace’  while God’s judgment is impending? (10, 14:13, 2Th2:11)

5. Read vs. 19-31.  How does Jeremiah express his pain upon impending disaster? (19-21,23-26)  How would people continue to play spiritual harlotry with those seek their lives to the end? (29,30, Rev 17:4,16)  How would God’s judgment upon unfaithful Judah typify the coming judgment upon the church? (1Pet 4:17)

