The Sign of Immanuel 
Isaiah 7-8

Key vs. 7:14 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” 
1. Read vs. 7:1-9.  When the king of Aram allied with the king of Israel, how is the reaction of Ahaz the king of Judah? (1,2) How does God assure Ahaz that their plot would not succeed? (4-6,7) What would happen to Ephraim (Israel) within 65 years? (8b) How should Ahaz accept God’s assurance? (9) 

2.  Read vs. 10-25.  How does God want to help Ahaz to stand firm in faith? (10) How does he try God’s patience? (12,13) How does God confirm that he is with the Judah? (14,16) How would this prophecy be eventually fulfilled? (See Mt 1:23)  How would God’s judgment bring shame and devastation upon unbelieving Israel? (17-25, see 2Kings 16)  

3. Read vs. 8:1-10. How does God assure the destruction of the king of Aram and the king of Israel by Assyria? (1-4) What is the cause of their destruction? (6) How does God assure the protection of Judah despite the mighty power of Assyria? (8,10)

4. Read vs. 11-18. How would God protect those who fear him? (13,14) How about those who fear men or super power? (14-15) How does Isaiah put his trust in God Almighty in times of trouble? (16,17) How does God use his family as a testimony?

5. Read vs. 19-22.  When people do not inquire of God and abandon his words, what would happen to them? (20) Think about the hopeless conditions of distressed, hungry, enraged, fearful and utter darkness.  What is the ultimate hope for mankind who lives in such utter darkness?

