A Kingdom Of Priests And A Holy Nation

Exodus 19-20

Key vs. 19:5,6 “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

1. Read vs. 19:1-8.  Three months after the exodus, where do the Israelites arrive? (1,2, see 3:13)  What does God want them to remember? (4)  What does it imply that they were carried on “eagles’ wings”?  What is the special covenant God makes with Israel? (5)  What is the special role Israel will play in this world? (6)  Think about the meanings of “a kingdom of priests” (see 1 Pet 2:9)

2. Read vs. 9-25. How does a holy God want to come down in the sight of his people? (9,11)  What must they do before God’s visit? (10)  What are the warnings? (12,13)  Describe the scene of God’s presence (16,18)  What characteristics of God are revealed here?  What is the people’s response? (17) 

3. Read vs. 20:1-7.  Why does God give them the Ten Commandments? (2)  What is the first commandment? (3)  What does it mean to “have no other gods before me”?  Why must they not make an idol in any form? (4) What is God’s warning and reward? (5,6)  How do people misuse God’s name? (7) 

4. Read vs. 8-11.  How can people keep the Sabbath holy? (9,10)  When must they work and when not?  Why does God give the Sabbath law? (see Mk2:27,28)  What is the basis of the Sabbath law? (11)  What does it mean that “the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord”? (10)  How should we spend the Sabbath day? (Jn 5:16,17)

5. Read vs. 12-26. How can we honor our parents and why? (12) What is the reward for obedience? What other commandments are given to protect social justice and individual welbeing? (13-17)  How do people respond to the holy God? (18)  Why does God come so close to them? (20)

