Strike The Rock, And Water Will Come Out

Exodus 17-18

Key vs. 17:6  “I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel.”

1. Read vs. 17:1-7.  Why has the Lord led the Israelite community to Rephidim where there was no water? (1)  How do they react to the thirsty condition the second time around? (2,3,4, see 15:24)  Why is it a grave sin that they put the Lord to the test? (2,7)   What does God command Moses to do? (5,6)  What do the “rock” and “water” represent? (see 1Cor 10:4)  

2. Read vs. 8-11. How does Moses respond to the attack from the Amalekites? (8,9) How does he combine the action with their dependence upon God? (9)  How does it show that the outcome of the battle is dependent on the prayer? (11) What does it teach us how we must engage in a spiritual battle? (see Eph 6:12,13)

3. Read vs. 12-16.  How do Moses, Aaron and Hur cowork in prayer battle? (12)  Why does God tell Moses to write this event on a scroll? (14) Why does God make sure that Joshua hears it? (14)  What do “Joshua” and “Amalekites” represent here?

4. Read vs. 18:1-12. How did Moses’ father-in-law receive Zipporah and they have taken care of two sons during Moses’ absence? (3,4)  How do the names of two sons display Moses’ faith?  How does Moses welcome them and share the work of God with them? (7,8)  How does Jethro acknowledge God and worship him? (11,12)

5. Read vs. 13-27.  How does Moses serve the people as a judge? (13,15)  How does Jethro express his concern for Moses? (14,17)  How does he advise Moses to divide the work among leaders? (19-23)  What are the qualifications for officials/leaders? (21) How does Moses respond to his father-in-law’s advice? (24)  Think about the importance of raising the leaders. (see 2Tim 2:2)

