GOD, THE CREATOR

Genesis 1:1-25 (Read 1:1-31) 
Key Verse 1:1  
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 

1. How did the heavens and the earth come into existense? (1)  When the earth was initially created, it was formless and empty and dark (2). How did God create this beautiful world?  Think about what he created each day? (3,6,9,11,14,20,24 and 27)
· God created the world. Everything originated from God. Without him nothing existed. 

· He created the light, sky, land and seas and vegetations, sun, moon and stars, birds and fish, and all kinds of animals

God created the light which is the fundamental element of life. Then he crated the sky (or called expanse) to make atmospheric environment filled with air so that life can live in. Then he created land and seas where birds, fish and animals and man can live.

In the next phase, he created the sun, moon and stars and filled them in the sky (expanse); then he created all kinds of birds and fish to fill the sky and seas. Then he created all kinds of animals, then lastly he created man.

He created the world in a very orderly fashion, step-by step. This world did not come into being overnight by “big bang” or mindless evolution. It was created by God with purpose

2. How did God create and appreciate each of his creation?  What do you think about God’s characters from the repeated phrases: “God said, let there be…it was so”, and “God saw that it was good.”?

· God said, “let there be light…it was so.” God created the light, sky, land and seas, sun, moon and stars, birds and fish and animals by his command. He is powerful. Without materials, he created them out of nothing. He just said it and all things came into being.

When we read the Red Sea divided, and the sick people healed by Jesus without using medical tools, we call them miracles and say wow.  But they are just mere evidences of God’s power. God is powerful. His word is powerful since it carries his authority and power.  God can change any man and recreate sinners into saints, too

· God saw that it was good. God did not create each and threw them away. After creating each, he saw and appreciate, saying it was good, indicating that everything he had created was not just beautiful, but also functioning well as he intended so. God was happy about each of his creation. Every creation was the object of God’s delight.
In addition, God also called them, set them in the right place after creation. He is very personal who knows each of us. He created each with purpose. 
3. On the first three days, God created the grand infrastructure of this world. Then he began to fill them with more details. How did he fill the land, seas and sky? (12,21,25)  What does it show about God’s plan by the repeated phrases: “seed-bearing plants and trees” and “according to their kinds.”?
· In the 1st phase, creating the infrastructure, he filled the land with vegetations (3rd day), and filled the sky with the sun, moon and stars; he also filled the ari with birds. He also filled the sea with all kinds of fish; then the land with all kinds of animals.

·  The seed-bearing plants and seed-bearing trees show that it is God’s plan that they would produce the seeds, and reproduce the plants and trees with the seeds. They would not die forever. They produce the seed for the next generation. 
Paul explained of resurrection using this analogy (1Cor15:37). Every spring, we plant the seeds of beautiful flowers and vegetables and we see them grow with delight.
· God created the vegetation birds and fish according to their kinds. He did not create only one kind of something. He created small and large trees, red and pink flowers,  long neck birds or short legged one. Whenw e watch PBS sea tour show, we can see all kinds of fish. God created and filled the world with all kinds of birds, fishand vegetation and animals, making it beautiful. 

We tend to think one kind better than the other. But it is not God’s intention. Every thing, every man was created beautifully and they together make the world beautiful in harmony. 

We heard about “missing link” in evolution. The reason is that God created each according to its kind. God did not intended to evolve from cat to dog, or dog to moneky. God created cat, dog, and monkey distinctly. 
4. On the 4th day, what did God create in the sky? (16) What are the roles of the sun, moon and stars? (17)  How does God sustain and coordinate the sun, moon and the earth to create the seasons and days and years wondrously for us?

· He created the sun, moon and stars. Look up to the sky and count the twinkling stars. Imagine the world night without them. How dark it would be. God create them to give light to the world.

· God created the sun, moon and stars to give light, but also used them to mark seasons, years and days. It is one year when the earth rotates around the sun once. It is one day when the earth rotates itself once. We call it summer and feel hot when the distance between the sun and the earth is close, while we call it winter when their distance is long. In between we feel warm spring and flowers blosson, while in the fall we feel chilly and the leaves fall. God is genious. How could he make that happen!

5. Lastly what did God create? (26)  Why do you think he created man last? Think about the care of God who created this beautiful world for man. How does this beautiful world teach about God’s power and love? (Psalm19:1-6, Romans1:20) 
· God created man after creating all things necessary for man. God created the atmospheric sky(expanse) filled with air so that the birds can fly, animals can breathe. He created the upper-sky so that he can set the sun, moon and stars to shine to the earth. He created the land and the seas for the vegetation, animals and fish to live in. God created the environment first, then the objects to live in it. In the same way God knows that we men need all these environments so he created them and then later man. God has tender care for man.

· God’s creation reveals his power and his invisible quality in them. We can see the beauty and power in all creation whether we see the grand panaroma of the world or whether we see the microsms of the small organs. Look at the small bugs crawling out of the ground or grass waking up from the dead winter. How mysterious? Like the Psalmist, we can hear the messages of the creator as we look up the heavens and the stars; we can smile at the sound of the little bugs that speak the speech of God. Thank God for creating this beautiful world for us. 
